

.MOSCOW (R) — Presxlcat Boris Yeltsin warned the Russian psxtiamMt 
Tuesday that be would sweep it aside if it blocked reform but insisted 
would not be the first to violate the constitution. In a typically 
forthright speech to a group of parliamentary deputies, Mr. Yeltsin said 
ie would not pr e ve n t Russia's conservative supreme tegjsiamrc, tbe 
Congress of People's Deputies, meeting on Dec. 1 by imposing presiden- 
tial rule- “Da you think your president is a crank ami w3! let himself get 
: Involved in direct violation of the constitution" local agencies quoted trim 
as saying. “It is another matter if parliament violates the constitution, it is 
another matter if the congre s s dares to stop the reforms, to reject them,” 
Mr. Yeltsin added. “Then the president win have to defend the win of the 
1c. Primarily I pledged an oath to the people." Mr. Yeltsin’s remarks 
the latest salvo in a ruwringpowcr struggle between the parliament 
and Iris reformist government. The legal division of powers is undear 
following tbe break-up of the Soviet Union last December and the two 
olXJCKHOLto ^ sides have accused each other of violating the constitution. 
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SIRTE, Libya (AP) — Libya, which is suffering under United Nations 
sanctions because of is crisis with the West, Tuesday replaced its foreign 
minister for failing to carry out his duties. Tbe replacement of Ibrahim El 
Bashari by Omar Mustafa Ai Montassir. who carried the portfolio of 
minister for economic planning, came as a new Libyan cabinet was being 
formed by Libya's General Popular Committee. The new cabinet bas been 
cut down from 21 ministries to 13. Under Cal. Muanunar QadhafTs 
system of grassroots are called beads of committees. Earlier Tuesday. El 
Bashari came under criticism from tbe General Popular Committee. He 
was charged with ‘‘shortcomings and Slowness in following up foreign 
issues that interest Libya and the Arab World.’' Official sources and 
diplomats had expected Mr. Montassir's appointment because he is 
regarded in Libya as having good personal contacts in the United Stares 
and Libya is struggling to extricate itself from its crisis with the West. 
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duis. He laisr^w is touring Gulf states with 
“«mped s-jici^*;ages from King Hassan n, 
°rag prafclcrn t u f news agencies reported. Tbe 
"Mdoil*, bJs adviser, Abdei-Hadi Abu 
up from his eai^h, flew on Monday night to 
«ar collap^ from Oman to deliver a 
has xmnbted ca ,5age. He had already been to 
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Arafat accuses Rabin of 
following Shamir policies 
Iraq attacks peace talks 
as ‘capitulation’ 
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AVTV (R) — A Vatican 
-nA Ration is' due in Israel on 
'■t hiri lesday for official meetings 
-^hrejl at establishing full di- 
£.rr*y, <fec relations for the first 

- rirj^ the Israeli foreign nuoistxy 
\i 1 ;; 5 on Tuesday. A ministry 

j-.v .betit said the first meeting of 
:r..--.j7;0t Israeli- Vatican bilateral 
t; wjdsrion was scheduled for 
--7! day. Deputy Foreign Minis- 
iwa Beilin heads the Israeli 
~ 7~v.and his counterpart Claudio 
7 . -- Celli leads the Vatican 
The Vatican and Israel 
■ .i a step closer towards di- 
■. . 7 . die recognition last month 
'D ; Foreign Minister Shimon 

- ’s^met Pope John Paul during 

Krone- Mr. Peres said 
the meeting that full finks 
~ - take another two years. 
~J : j Vatican recognises Israel's 
Sr * o exist within secure bor- 
• But it has insisted that 

- establishing full ties it 
~ a solution to the Palesti- 

- : question and international 

' rtees for Jerusalem as a dty 

: :c *-'4 to Ouisdans, Muslims and 
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■ 'StfAYOUN, Lebanon (R) — 
‘ ‘ and allied gunners feed at 
dg£t~.Sl Tinian guerrillas in South 
| nr j^on on Tuesday after a Ffiz- 

' '* mortar attack on a 


« t -,v-v v ■? - / n. security sources 

- x said Hizbollah (Party of 
f V - ■’•inemllas fired several mor- 

— ■*; ;.imbs at the Sojoud hiH 
7*7 "!'.-■ *® manned by kKtofi troops 
r 7 : ^raeli-backed South Leba- 
" D r - --- J Vrmy (SLA) militiamen, 

the rr..:-~ - '.troops reqxnkled with five 
: from their 155 mm guns 
3e SLA sent 15 mortar 
' into the Hizbollah-held 
U-Toafah ridge, 40 km (25 
; sooth of Beirut. There 
no casualties in the ex- 
es. Israeli helicopter 
;jw flew over the south on 
j- r - ;iy and Israeli planes broke 
• rt t-. nnd barrier over Beirut, 

. :.v. -'»es said. 

; : ..^.e halts riots 
7;. ked by killing of 
^lyouth 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat Tuesday accused Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin of 
blocking Middle East peace by 
continuing the hard-line policies 
of Yitzhak Shamir. 

“Rabin is panning the policies 
erf his predecessor Shamir by per- 
sistently rejecting fee legitimate 
rights of fee Palestinian people 
and insisting on Jerusalem as a 
capital of Israel,” Mr. Arafat told 
reporters. 

Peace talks under way in 
Washington are stalled over dif- 
ferences between Israel and Syria 
and the Palestinians largely over 
Israeli withdrawal from the occu- 
pied Arab territories. The Jewish 
state also is negotiating wife Jor- 
dan and Lebanon. 

Israel has offered tbe Palesti- 
nians limited self-rule in fee occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
through administrative councils 
feat would supervise daily activi- 
ties. 

Mr. Arafat said such councils 
would be nothing more than a 
way to “beautify Israeli occupa- 
tion.” 

The Palestinians insist that the 
governing councils have legisla- 
tive power as well, and they want 
Israeli commitments to withdraw 
from fee West Bank and Gaza 
and that autonomy will lead to 
independence. Israel refuses to 
discuss such substantive issues 
until after the third year of a 
five-year autonomous period. 

Jerusalem- is another thorny 
issue in the negotiations. Palesti- 
nians want to make Arab east 
Jerusalem the capital of their 
future state. Israel says the city, 
which it considers its capital, will 
never be divided again. 

Mr. Arafat said fee Palestinian 
struggle will continue until “the 
last Zionist is evacuated from fee 
holy Al Aqsa Mosque” in occu- 
pied east Jerusalem. 

Mr. Arafat* met reporters after 
discussions wife Ll Gen. Omar 
Hassan El Bashir, Sudan’s milit- 
ary ruler. 

Mr. Rabin said on Monday 
Israel and its Arab neighbours 


were on an irreversible path to 
peace. 

“The peace negotiations we are 
conducting wife Lebanon. Syria, 
Jordan and Palestinians, have put 
us in a direction from where there 
is do turning back...feis path has 
its ups and downs,” Mr. Rabin 
told an economic forum. 

The seventh round of peace 
talks opened in Washington on 
Oct. 21. recessed briefly for fee 
U.S. presidential election on 
Nov. 3 and resumed on 9. There 
has been no progress since that 
point and both sides are accusing 
the other of staffing until fee 
administration of president-elect 
BiQ Clinton takes over on Jan. 
20, 

Mr. Rabin's optimism con- 
trasted deep frustration he ex- 
pressed recently over the slow 
pace of the talks. 

“If we make peace with Syria, 
we will also make peace wife 
Lebanon. It will obviously be a 
different world,” he said. 

“I have no doubt that full 
peace in fee Middle East opens 
horizons in every area which can- 
not even be conceived,’* be said, 
listuiing economic prospects for 
Israel and the region. 

In an interview published on 
Sunday in a U.S. newspaper Mr. 
Rabin accused Syria of undermin- 
ing fee talks by permitting guer- 
rilla attacks against Israeli forces 
in South Lebanon and encourag- 
ing Palestinian opponents of 
peace. 

Syrian negotiator Moowafak 
Al AUaf reacted angrily, saying 
Mr. Rabin was trymg to destroy 
fee peace process. 

On Tuesday, Mr. Aflaf said 
that Israel’s refusal to surrender 
territory endangers prospects for 
an agreement on peace principles 
between the two old foes. 

As a result, he told reporters, 
“these negotiations have been 
stymied.” 

Mr. Al Allaf said the peace 
talks being held at the U.S. state 
department are based on “land- 
for-pence.” But Israel has refused 
to withdraw from any of the 

(Con t i n ued on page 5) 



NO TO LAND FOR PEACE: Tens of thousands of Israelis 
demonstrate in Tel Aviv Monday night against Israeli Prime 


Mndster Yitzhak Rabin and a possible withdrawal from the 
occupied Golan Heights (AFP photo) 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Israel’s police commis- 
sioner said Tuesday that police 
suspected Jewish extremists 
hurled a grenade feat killed 2 
Palestinian and wounded 12 
others in an Arab market in 
Jerusalem's old city. 

Israeli dailies said a new Jewish 
underground group was suspected 
in fee attack Monday, but offi- 
cials said it was too early to speak 
of an organised group. 

“Suspicion that an extreme 
Jewish organisation is behind fee 
attack,” read a page 1 headline in 
die daily Hadashot. The daily 
Yedioth Aharon th wrote that sec- 
ret police were trying to uncover 
an “underground cell of fee ex- 
treme right." 

Police Commissioner Yaacov 
Terrier told Israel Radio that a 


possible connection to radical 
Jews was “one of the central 
directions of our investigation.” 
But Mr. Teraer added that 
police were being careful not to 
jump to conclusions. “Not every 
grenade or bomb thrown or 
round of shots fired shows an 
underground," he said. 

A 'Siller claiming to be from 
tbe militant Jewish Organisation 
Kahane Chai, or Kahane Lives, 
had called fee Associated Press in 
New York on Monday to take 
responsibility for the attack. 

Hadashot reported a man also 
called fee paper shortly before 
the explosion to say Kahane Chai 
was carrying our a revenge attack 
for fee 1990 murder of anti-Arab 
activist Merr Kahane, for whom 
the group is named. 

There was no way to authenti- 


cate fee calls, but police said they 
were being taken seriously. 

Monday's attack raised com- 
parisons wife a Jewish cell unco- 
vered in 1984 whose members 
were convicted of planting 
bombs, crippling two Palestinian 
mayors ana a failed plot to blow 
up Jerusalem’s Dome of the Rock 
mosque. 

Reuven Hazak, a police official 
who investigated fee earlier Jew- 
ish underground, told Israel 
Radio investigators should be 
alert for a similar cell forming to 
frustrate Israel’s current peace 
talks with Palestinians and Arab 
states. 

“I would like to remind you 
feat the Jewish underground unc- 
overed in 1984 was founded 
among other things in opposition 


to the withdrawal from the 
Sinai," Mr. Hazak said. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin’s readiness to discuss a 
withdrawal from the' Golan 
Heights for peace with Syria fias 
already led to mass protests. 

Police reported feat 17 people 
were injured in stoning attacks on 
Jewish-owned buses and cars 
Tuesday, apparently carried out 
by Palestinians as revenge for 
Monday’s explosion. 

Mayor Teddy KoUek and Rab- 
bi Menachem Fruman of the 
West Bank Jewish settlement of 
Tekoa published condemnations 
of Monday’s attack in Arabic 
dailies. A small box in fee AI Fajr 
said Mr. Fruman “condemns the 
deadly attack on Palestinians in 
fee city." 


King, reaffirms 
commitment to 
comprehensive 
peace 

AMMAN (Petra) — Chief Jorda- 
nian negotiator at the Arab- 
Israeli peace talks said Tuesday 
that the Jordanian delegation 
maintains dose coordination with 
the Palestinian negotiators, sup- 
porting their efforts and their 
independent decision to enable 
them to attain their aspired goals 
and determined the Palestinian 
people's destiny on their national 
homeland. 

In a letter to His Majesty King 
Hussein Tuesday Dr. Abdul 
Salam Al Majali said "The Arab 
flags will eventually ~fly high 
over fee occupied Arab lands, 
including dear Jerusalem.” 

The message came in reply to 
one Dr. Majali had received from 
King Hussein last Saturday, ex- 
pressing support for the Jorda- 
nian delegation’s efforts to attain 
a peaceful settlement 

I would like to reaffirm to Your 
Majesty that we will continue-to 
be faithful to Jordan’s mission, 
guided by your directives and 
serving fee pan-Arab cause,” said 
Dr. Majali in the letter. 

He said fee Jordanian delega- 
tion is continually inspired by the 
wisdom and guidance of the King 
and tbe support of fee Jordanian 
people in pursuit of efforts to 
establish justice. 

“As we maintain dose coor- 
dination wife our Arab brothers 
in fee peace making process, we 
are confident of success in our 
endeavours, and we are confident 
feat tile Arab flags will once 
again fly high over fee occupied 
Arab territories,” said Dr. Ma- 
jali. 

Dr. Majali said he was “over- 
whelmed wife delight and pride" 
upon receiving the King’s letter 
of support.” He also said he was 
“honoured” to receive Al Nahda 
medal of fee first order which was 
bestowed on him by tbe King, 
reaffirming his allegiance to the 
Hashemite throne. 

Dr. Majali pledged to pursue 
his efforts at the bead of the 
Jordanian delegation to serve the 
national goals. 

Earlier, Dr. Majali said that 
talks in fee latest session of fee 

(Continued on page 5) 


Tai* .'.r — - - 

f-IaVv w . m •• ■ 

grejr- : -" J ; 

ervir;.^-' 
a£C*CV. 1 * 

vs? 

Fou.fi -• 

ignorf' 
trad- 
dwe.1 


Turkish Kurds lift ban on Iraq 
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[■' 1 (R) — Rioting yt 

v-oii - soared a truce in the 

fhru: ^ : v.Z.;a of Reims after four 


youths 
east- 

1 erf Reims after four days 
m'.r.r--' ‘ ■ ' ^.ties over tbe controversial 
can u; "7.";-aI of a baker who shot 
l^rj *" young Arab, local officials 
group ^ » Tuesday. The three-day 

/as agreed daring talks at 
u hall wife representatives 
youths of Arab descent 
Oft*!.'- 4 * , sued buses and battled riot 
-gndalW'to a fourth successive 
.. .,-x Che youths, descendants of 
jjdl uj-' i auxiliaries of the French 
_ iken to France after Alger- 
r£K^ v ~"_ ; independence, were pro- 

at a jury’s decision test 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey’s 
separatist Kurds said on Tuesday 
they have lifted a trade embargo 
throttling tbe main supply lifeline 
of the Iraqi Kurds. 

Tbe ban that stopped Turkish 
tracks from hauling supplies to 
northern Iraq was Lifted under an 
accord between fee rebel Kurdifr- 
tan Workers Party (PKK) and 
Iraqi Knrdisb guerrillas, a rebel 
statement faxed to Reuters said. 

“A short time ago negotiations 
started between fee PKK and the 
Kurdish Front in south Kurdistan 
(northern Iraq). These negotia- 
tions ended wife a political settle- 
ment, part of which was tbe 
lifting of the embargo.” 

Iraqi Kurdish g uerrill as took 
up arms against the PKK in early 
October to drive them out of fee 
region, from which the rebels 
launch cros^-border attacks cm 
Turkey. 


PKK - threats of retaliation 
against Turkish drivers had since 
dried up a daily traffic of some 
1,000 tracks into northern Iraq. 

“The embargo was not de- 
signed to hurt fee people of south 
Kurdistan. It was aimed at the 
collaborators,” fee statement 
said. 

Tbe statement also said the 
PKK would release through tbe 
Red Cross, three of several Tur- 
kish soldiers kidnapped by the 
guerrillas daring earlier raids on 
border posts but gave no other 
details. 

“The embargo came np as a 
side tactic of tbs war. Now feat 
the fighting is over, it will be 
lifted ,” Osman Oca] an, the 
PKK’s military commander said 
in an interview wife Turkey’s 
Private Slow TV channel, broad- 
cast on Monday night. 

The PKK bas accused fee two 


major Iraqi Kurdish groups, fee 
Kur distan Democratic Party 
(KDP) ami the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (FUK) of collabora- 
tion with Turkey which launched 
its own cross-border operation 
against the rebels on Oct. 16. 

PUK leader Jalal Talabani and 
Mr. Ocalan reached an agree- 
ment to end the fighting after 
which about 1.400 of tbe rebels 
including Mr. Ocalan were con- 
ducted to camps near fee Iranian 
border. 

“They (PKK) requested a ceas- 
efire after we surrounded them- 
...they have accepted our terms. 
They are not allowed to carry 
arms without permission and 
can’t leave their camps.” Mr. 
Talabani told fee the Show TV in 
a separate interview. 

(Con tinned on page 5) 
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De Klerk returns home to political bombshell 
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JOHANNESBURG (AP) — A 
notorious ex-cop accused of lead- 
ing a dirty tricks campaign against 
the African National Congress 
(ANC) said Tuesday be was 
being used as a scapegoat by 
superiors in miittary intelligence. 

President F.W. de Kknrk ar- 
rived back from London to face 
moaoting anger over the alleged 
tary plot and said the cabinet 
would discuss the issue at its 
regular meeting Wednesday. 

The ANC atxused tbe govern- 
ment of a “vicious campaign” to 
undermine it and called again for 
its resignation. United Nations 
representatives in Sontb Africa to 
monitor political violence ex- 
pressed shock at the allegations, 
made -by a supreme court judge 
leading a commission investigat- 
ing political violence. 

Ata news con fere nce Monday, 
Judge Richard Goldstone said 
files seized by commission mem-, 
ben showed military intelligence 
paid Ferdi Barnard, an ex*cop 
with two murder convictions, to 
lead a task force aimed at 1 
ANC involvement in 


activities. 

Mr. Barnard’s job included en- 
trapment of ANC members by 
using prostitutes, drug dealers, 
and other criminal elements as 
bait, Mr. Goldstone said. Those 
who could not be lured into crime 
bad their reputations tarnished 
wife false allegations, inducting 
claims they were police spies, Mr. 
Gokbtone said. 

He accused defence force offi- 
cials of lying when they denied 
employing Mr. Barnard between 
May 1991 and December 1992. 

Mr. Barnard admitted Tuesday 
he was failed by militaiy intelli- 
gence to investigate criminal ele- 
ments in the ANC, and he said 
the Mack opposition group was 
“very much” infiltrated by secur- 
ity force members. 

But Mr. Barnard said military 
intelligence rejected his plan to 
compromise ANC members by 
setting them up with known cn- 

minah or maHng acCUSOr 

tious against them. Instead, Mr. 
Barnard said he was told to use 
his connections in the crime 
world to reveal ANC members 


already involved in activities such 
as arms and drag dealing. 

He said Mr. Goldstone may 
have been fed false information 
by former superiors in military 
intelligence, whom be did not 
name. 

“I think there are some forces 
at work here that are using me as 
a scapegoat,” be said. “I find h 
very strange that ray file, which 
was a sensitive file, would be 
found between all those other 
files." 

Mr. Barnard was fired m De- 
cember 1991, allegedly after a 
man arrested oq illegal weapons 
charges implicated him in an infil- 
tration plot. Both Mr. Goldstone 
and Mr. Barnard said the defence 
minister at that time, Roelf 
Meyer, ordered his dismissal. 

Mr. Meyer on Tuesday denied 
knowledge Mr. Barnard's em- 
ployment in his department. 

The allegations are an embar- 
rassment to be Klerk’s govern- 
ment and come at a sensitive 
time, as he tries to lure fee ANC 

(Continued on page 5) 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iran hit 
out for a second day at Gulf Arab 
states on Tuesday for supporting 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) in its dispute wife Tehran 
over control of three Gulf islands. 

Two daily newspapers said the 
Arab states were trying to revive 
tension in the region just as the 
dispute over fee islands was “tak- 
ing its natural course” towards 
settlement, fee Iranian news 
agency, ERNA, said. 

A weekend statement from fee 
defence ministers of Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman and 
the UAE condemned Iran for 
measures ir took earlier this year 
on Abu Musa island. 

The five ministers from the 
Gnlf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
also said they supported the UAE 
on ownership of the two Tunbs, 
Gulf islands occupied by Iran 
since 1971. 

Qatar, the sixth GCC member, 
boycotted fee weekend meeting 
because of its own border dispute 
with Saudi Arabia. 

An editorial in fee English 
language Tehran Times, reputed 
to be close to the foreign minis- 
try, said fee GCC ministers “have 
committed a blunder.. .and by 
issuing an unfriendly statement, 
have token a step in the direction 
of creating another tension in the 
region,” IRNA said. 

It said GCC states feared press- 
ure from U.S. President-elect Bill 
Clinton over their lack of demo- 
cratic freedom and parliamentary 
processes. 

“They are thus trying to divert 
the American leaders' attention 
from tbe internal conditions in 
these countries, by drawing atten- 
tion to imaginary external 
threats,” IRNA quoted fee paper 
as saying., 

(Continued on page 5) 


Refugee ship approaches ‘safety’ in Aden 


SAN 1 A (AP) — A ship 
2,500 Somali refugees 
toward fee Yemeni port of Aden 
Tuesday nearing the end of a 
week-long ordeal at sea. 

The ship, Samaa-1, sailed 
Monday night from Mukalla, 
where the refugees were provided 
wife food and water. It was 
escorted by a French warship, 
Commandant Ducuing. 

At tbe refugee ship’s request, 
fee Commandant Duelling trans- 
ferred 10 tonnes of water and 
about 4,700 ready-to-eat meals to 
fee famished passengers and crew 
between 0430 and 1100 GMT 
Tuesday, the French Navy said in 
a statement issued in Paris. 

Afterward, fee French corvette 
sailed on toward Djibouti, while 
the Samaa-1 for Aden. No medic- 
al assistance was requested and 
none was given, fee French Navy 
statement said. 


It said the ship was due to 
arrive in Aden Wednesday after- 
noon, not Tuesday as earlier re- 
ported by the U.N. High Com- 
missioner for Refugees which will 
care for the passengers once they 
reach Aden. 

The 1,600- tonne refugee vessel 
also was refuelled before depart- 
ing the remote desert port of 
Mukalla on the 480-kilometre 
(300-mile) voyage. 

Tbe Commandant Ducuing is 
pan of the French naval force 
deployed to tbe Indian Ocean. 
Rear Adm. Hubert Foillard, fee 
force’s commander, followed fee 
Samaa-1 ’s ordeal from aboard the 
Flagship Var, on a port call to 
Abu. Dhabi. 

“We have delivered to fee ves- 
sel 20,000 litres of water and food 
sufficient for 2,000 persons for 
three days,” be told a news con- 
ference aboard Var. 


He also quoted the captain of 
the Samaa-1 as saying that none 
of his passengers had died, but 
feat two had suffered unspecified 
injuries. 

Yemeni authorities had agreed 
to allow fee ship in for emergency 
provisions but refused to allow 
the refugees to disembark at 
Mukalla because of fee lack of 
facilities. 

The Samaa-1, owned by a 
Dubai-based company, had 
crawled into Mukalla on Monday 
at fee slow speed of 7 knots 
because of the lack of fuel. 

After refuelling, it was expected 
to speed np and cover fee dis- 
tance to Aden in 24-36 hours, 
according to fee UNCHR office. 

Aden, Yemen's largest port, is 
480 kilometres (300 miles) south- 
west of Mukalla on fee Golf of 

(Con turned on page 5) 


Pakistani government threatens 
to arrest Bhutto if she defies ban 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — The gov- 
ernment Tuesday threatened to 
arrest former prime minister Be- 
nazir Bhutto if she goes ahead 
with a banned protest march to 
demand a change in the country’s 
leadership. 

Ms. Bhutto has refused to call 
off Wednesday’s 16-kilometre 
march, vowing to lead 100,000 
supporters from fee neighbouring 
city of Rawalpindi to fee federal 
capital. 

Ms. Bhutto’s defiant tone has 
generated fears of a showdown 
between her supporters and 
security forces poorly trained to 
control large, emotional crowds- 

The U.S., British and other 
Western embassies have repe- 
atedly urged Ms. Bhutto to call 
oft fee march, saying it was irres- 
ponsible and a publicity stunt that 
could lead to unnecessary blood- 
shed. 

“There's no tenting back," Ms. 
Bhutto told a news conference. 


“The regime has blown up 
bridges and roads and erected 
walls to keep people away. This is 
no way to handle a political crisis. 
They are inviting martial law.” 

Ms. Bhutto contends fee con- 
servative Islamic govern mnet of 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif is 
corrupt, repressive and came to 
power through rigged election in 
October 1990. She is demanding 
fee government's dismissal and 
another election. 

Although be commands a solid 
majority in parliament, Mr. Shar- 
if and ms government have been 
unnerved by Ms. Bhutto's prom- 
ise to storm the capital and over- 
throw them. 

Police erected barricades 
around Islamabad and searched 
vehicles. They dosed gasoline 
stations, impounded buses and 
trucks that were to be used to 
bring supporters and flooded fee 
park where Ms. Bhutto planned 
to speak. 


Law enforcement agencies sea- 
led the headquarters of Ms. Bhut- 
to’s left-leaning Pakistan People's 
Party, raided homes of suppor- 
ters and arrested party activists, 
including some leaders. 

Ms. Bhutto claimed at least 
15,000 supporters had been de- 
tuned. Government spokesman 
Mubarak Shah, however, put the 
number at 1,285. 

Before touring eastern Pakis- 
tan devastated by floods, Mr. 
Sharif accused Ms. Bhutto and 
her party of frying to create anar- 
chy and indte rebellion against 
•his democratically elected gov- 
ernment. 

“If she breaks tbe law, she will 
be arrested," Mr. Sharif told 
reporters. "They’re just terror- 
ists, anyway," 

Tbe 39-year-old former pre- 
mier was dismissed from power 
by President Gfaulam Ishaq Khan 
in August 1990. 


Middle East News 


s winter starts, Kurds 
ce new hardships 


SAYID SADIQ, Iraq (AJP) — 
Cold rain heralds Che start of a 
v/tat»r in northern Iraq — and 
asw suffering for 3.5 miUkra 
Kurds trying to sustain their de 
facto state. 

In December, the first snows 
could block roads and leave them 
without food and fuel. 


U.N. agencies and Western 
governments are scrambling to 
provide relief. But in the Kurdish 
town of Sayid Sadiq, about 55 
kflometres southeast of Sufayma- 
niyah, there is a sense of impend- 
ing disaster. 

“If you don't give os a hand, 
we die this winter," said Hussein 
Abdul Rahman, a middle-aged 
Kurd who has lost a leg to a land 
mine. 


selling remaining belongings — 
including vital blankets. 

“We have no fuel to cook,” 
Mr. Abdul Rahman said in an 
interview earlier this month. 
“Well, nothing to cook either,” 
he added, cansing the drdb of 
onlookers to burst into laughter. 

The Baghdad government has 
cut off the already limited sup- 
plies of food and foci to the 
north, causing prices to skyrock- 
et. 

Turkish trucks, engaged in an 
illegal trade of cheap Iraqi diesel, 
were hauling supplies from Tur- 
key. But Turkish Kurdish rebels, 
angered by the Iraqi Kurds* 
attempts to move them away 
from their sanctuaries. Mock the 
traffic. 

Iranian kerosene is sold in 


His two daughters were miring 
mud with straw to smear on a 
reed scaffolding and build a shel- 
ter for the family of nine. 

The settlement was one of ab- 
out 4,000 Kurdish communities 
damaged or destroyed by the 
Iraqi forces. Hastily recon- 
structed with U.N. assistance be- 
fore last winter, the town of 
30,000 people is still surrounded 
by thousands of tents. 

Mr. Abdul Rahman's small son 
was busy hawking Iranian 
kerosene on the roadside. The 
family set up this “business*' by 


Sayid Sadiq for 100 times its cost 
before die Iraqi blockade. Un- 


before die Iraqi blockade. Un- 
able to pay, people look for sub- 
stitutes. 

Cars and old women carrying 
loads of wood fill the streets, and 
the hills are becoming stripped. 

“If it goes like this, Kurdistan 
will become a desert in a few 
years,” said Salah Hafid, the 
Kurdish finance minister. 

To cut the wood, villagers 
often pay a heavy price in limbs 
lost to milli ons of mines planted 
on the mountains by the Iraqi 
troops. 


An Oct 22 U^N. -Iraqi accord 
allowed a crash relief program- 
me, but the neeefe keep increas- 
ing. 

Relief officials say the villagers 
have some survival skills, bat 
they fear for the residents of 
towns, many of whom have 
already sold virtually everything 
they own. 

Mohammad Hadi, an official of 
the World Food Programme 
(WFP), last month said 33,000 
tonnes of food would be distri- 
buted to 750,000 Kurds from 
December through March. Last 
week, die WFP announced a 
stepped-up programme to benefif 
450.000 more people in central 
and southern Iraq. It said 49,000 
tonnes of food worth $22 million, 
would be distributed. Shipment 
of die first 15,000 tonnes was to 
start this week. 


The U.S. Gongress has 
appropriated $43 million for re- 
lief, and die European Commun- 
ity has allocated $20 million. 

In Ankara, Iraqi Kurdish rep- 
resentative^ said they were nego- 
tiating with hauling companies to 
hire 300 trucks for aid deliveries. 
But U.N. officials were, worried 
about the passage through south- 
east Turkey, where separatist 
Kurdish rebels torched several 
trucks in Turkey last month. 


Hizbollah declares solidarity with Bosnia 


BEIRUT (AP) — The Iranian- 
backed Hizbollah Tuesday de- 
clared solidarity with Muslims of 
Bosnia- Herzegovina and accused 
the West of planning to eliminate 
the Muslim presence in Europe. 

. “It is our duty to be with the 
people of Bosnia- Herzego vma in 
confronting the Serbs,” declared 
Sheikh Naim Qassem, the 
second-in-command of Hezbol- 
lah, or Party of God. 

Sheikh Qassem accused the 
world of “collaborating against 
pur Muslim brothers. The Euro- 
peans want to eliminate the Mus- 
lim presence there so they can 
have a dean Christian Europe." 

- ‘The Americans want the 
Europeans preoccupied with this 
problem in addition to eliminat- 
ing the Muslim presence in that 
area,” Sheikh Qassem told a one- 
day conference in support of the 
people of Bosnia-Herzegovina. . 


population of 4.3 million have 
been killed this year in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina and more than I 
million forced to Bee. 

The conference, a day after the 
U.N. Security Council voted to 
tighten economic sanctions 
against Serbia, was sponsored by 
the Committee in Support of the 
Muslims of Bosnia-HeTzegovina, 
which groups representatives of 
Sht'ite fundamentalist Hizbollah 
and two Sunni Muslim fun- 
damentalist factions in Lebanon. 


protect Muslims in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina.” 

He said the committee has 
opened accounts at two banks in 
Beirut to accept donations “for 
our Muslim brethren.” 


The committee's spokesman, 
identified as Ali Atwi, said at 
least 400,000 displaced Muslims 
are threatened by a cokl winter in 
poorly equipped refugee camps in 
nearby countries. 

He d aimed that die better 
equipped Serbs have killed at 
least 125,000 Muslims, including 


15, 000- children, captured fciore 
than 130,000 and destroyed 650 


Serbian forces have seized ab- 
out 70 per cent of Bosnia, which 
was about 43 per cent Muslim, 
since the republic voted for inde- 
pendence on Teb. 29. Much of 
the rest is beld by Croat militias, 
with only Sarajevo and a few 
other towns still held by the 
Muslim-led government. 

At least 14.000 people out of a 


than 130,000 arid destroye 
nfosques. 


Serb militiamen, be claimed, 
had raped more than 30,000 
women and “at least 15.000 of 
them are pregnant.” 

The bearded Atwi, addressing 
the conference at Beirut Whiner 
Hause Hotel, pleaded with “all 
Muslims worldwide to exert 
pressure on the United Nations to 


Mr. Atwi, in a dialogue with 
reporter after delivering his 
speech, refused to confirm or 
deny reports that the fun- 
damentalist Shi'ite Muslim Hiz- 
bollah was sending volunteers to 
help Muslims in Bosnia against 
the Chris tian Serbs 

Iran has been accused of crying 
to send weapons to the Bosnian 
Muslims. 

The Security Council voted 13- 
0 for a naval blockade on the 
Danube River and the Adriatic 
Sea as a way of stepping up 
pressure on Yugoslavia to end the 
fighting in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

- -China and Zimbabwe ab- 
stained because they believe the 
~Sferb-led Yugoslav government 
has no significant control over the 
Bosnian Serbs. 

Pakistan, Iran, Afghanistan, 
Jordan and other Islamic coun- 
tries wanted the council to lift the 
arms embargo on Bosnia so it 
could jearm.and acquire heavy 
weapons, but the Council re- 
fused. 


i : Arms reports are alarmist 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iran’s presi- 
dent said Tuesday that Western 
“ballyhoo” about his country's 
arms purchases was aimed at 
exerting political pressure on 
Tehran and scaring its neighbours 
into buying more weapons, 
Tehran Radio reported. 

Iran's purchase of two sub- 
marines from Russia has con- 
cerned regional Arab -countries 
and U.S. officials who believe the 
subs, the first in the Gulf, could 
tilt the regional balance of power 
in Iran's favour. 

The radio, heard in Nicosia, 
quoted President Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani as saying Iran did not aim 


to become the region's foremost 
military power, which it became 
in effect after Iraq's defeat in the 
1991 Gulf War. 

The “ballyhoo about Iran's 
arms purchases is aimed at put- 
ting political pressure' on Iran and 
scaring regional states so they 
(Western countries) can sell them 
more arms” the radio quoted Mr. 
Rafsanjani as .saying. 

In his speech to high-ranking 
Information Ministry officials, 
Mr. Rafsanjani blasted Western 
countries 'for ignoring extensive 
arms purchases by other coun- 
tries in the region, especially 
Israel. 


“But for the purchase of a few 
submarines, they kick up a storm 
and claim that the balance in the 
region has , been disrupted,” he 
was quoted as saying. 

Last September Iran began to 
flex its military might, which was 
nearly flattened in the 1980-88 
war with Iraq, by claiming sole 
sovereignty over Abu Musa Is- 
land. 

The strategic island at the 
mouth of the Gulf, through which 
20 per. cent of the world's oil 
supplies pass, had been jointly 
controlled by Iran and Shdrjah, 
one of the United Arab Emirates’ 
seven states, since 1971. 


advised not to bow to pressure 


WASHINGTON — A foreign 
policy expert currently advising 
President-Elect Bill Clinton said 
that Israel should not feel press- 
ured into accepting the establish- 
ment of a Palestinian state. 

Stuart Eizenstat, the policy 
committee chairman of the 
National Jewish Democratic 
Council and domestic affairs 
adviser to former President Jim- 
my Carter, told the Weizmann 


Institute's board of governors 
dinner that “friends of Israel, and 
Israelis themselves, recognise 
more than most the limits to the 
beguiling phrase, 'self- 
determination.’” 


“The U.S., Western nations, 
and we as Jews, most not suc- 
cumb to the simplistic notion that 
every ethnic, religious, or racial 
minority — whether the Palesti- 


nians or the Kurds hi Turkey or 
the Croats — are entitled to their 
own country,” Mr. Eizenstat 
said. 

Citing a “rose of rejuvena- 
tion” in both elections in both 
countries. Mr. Eizenstat called on 
both governments to “seize the 
moment, to move boldly and 
decisively to deal with problems 
at borne and abroad” — The 
Jerusalem Post. 
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Militant attacks hit tourist business in^Luxor 


LUXOR, Egypt (R) — Muslim mally be hired by tourists for 
militant attacks are scaring fore- river trips at least three times a 


igners away from Luxor, site of day. 

some of Egypt's most magnificent In the last two days he had not 

. . . I ■ 1 . J rknnU 


wrnvui .. ■ ■ ... — - * 

temples and tombs, and ordinary been out one* — and this should 
Egyptians who depend qji tour- be the start of the peak season. 

z * _ 1“ • _ - - >f nnrmnnr Sc KoA Tftlirtct* 


ism for a living are angry and “Business is bad. Tourists are 
frustrated. becoming suspicious of us. I can 

• . , see the fear and suspicion in their 

Boatmen on hundreds of eyes 
lateen-sail ed feluccas and larger ^ ^ before the 


stsl 53 bflBon - 

Aforosteveiy^ questioned m fit ^^ e ^ oris&t fHgfatene 
Luxor, populated by a mixture of have cawefled 

MusHinsa^l^faistians like most *««“**** canceneu 

towns and villages in upper to L«xoi^ qj 

Egypt, said tourism w to toongl 

rally possible livelihood. Many risk, are sjrounjg 
said had inherited their 


cat. We should protect*^ 
earn our bread 

^^^Surists, frightened by But ft * 

drugging «« £ * 

re five But American Brad 


eyes," be said. 

Mr. Rawi said that before the 


“ ~ Mr. Rawi said mat oerore me 

over cruisers moored along the tourists would get 

pa^hnej banks of the Nilewmt G n bis boat and not worry where 
in the baking sun unhired. Dnv- he ^ 
ers of horse-drawn cabs on the 

edge of the bazaar find few cos- “Yesterday I bad Germans on 

my boat and I wanted to take 


tomers. 
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“Those hitting the tourists them to the Bird Island. They 
should be hanged immediately were edgy, they were asking 

IwMiua thou an rtnaalinn tho menu nnactintK TTlAU OtffTP WTU 


share of the trade from fathers t £ZT“' on their bus last ' “Miray mOfiowoffrj, 

and even grandfathers. an anaca fo- Egypt arid oafy^:- 

“We haven’t got anything else. Thmsday- fcanceflmg, attacked,” hes«L ; Tp 

K’S ?«£ 3E -Jo t A* 

Guro, is a conservative town Ac re counting ^ ^ 

where Islam is strictly observed °ux own lucx. __ _ . mvc q Tlg to fofrVaBe 

*** Westem to*Egypt year visit this Kings, magi^eat JS. 

customs of visitors. ” aliev town travel the ancient Pharaohs.; - 

As prayers blare fronwnosqne semfoen] iI«eVaUey town^ravw Qne man said ifei 

shirts Stroll freely down the street begun pouring 

^ ^ alra*^ide reservation “I got very scared in 




' “Mmy nuDiomrftc 
in Egypt juid rarfy ^;- 


be said.“lb 


because they are stranding the many questions. They were very 
country. They are destroying the suspicious,” be said, 
country and destroying us,” said In the bazaar, plain-clothes 


Mohammad Al Mar’ai, a 45-year- police mingle with tourists and 
old tourist guide in the ancient traders in the narrow streets 


Luxor temple beside the Nile. where almost every shop sells 
The latest attack on foreingers souvenirs — carpets, jewellery. 


took place just 60 kilometres silver, cloth, traditional embroi- 
north of Luxor in the town of dered dresses and hand-made 


Qena last Thursday when gun- straw baskets, 
men ambushed a bus and wound- They check< 
ed five Germans. „„„ 


They checked why a reporter 


but residents accept the Western 
customs of visitors. 

As prayers blare fronwnosque 
loudspeakers after nightfall, 
women wearing shorts and T- 
shirts Stroll freely down the street 
by the Nile alongside Egyptian 
women dad in long black robes. 

“We have got used to see them 
wearing shorts. It does not affect 


It was the fourth serious attack 
on tourists since militants fighting 
an open war against the govern- 
ment in the sourthem Nile Valley 


incy wuy a icjAiun wc<uui^ niuiu. ti 

was asking questions and ordered os. They have their own tradi- 
boys tooting for souvenir business tkms and habits and we respect 

_ i — «■ ? * nnr fYlVft 


to stop bothering foreigners. 

“Those hitting the tourists are 
mad, terrorists and criminals. 


warned foreigners in September They want to impoverish the 

. .■ , .l i -n uiu.. ... ” At; 


to stay out of the area. In the 
worst incident, a British woman 
was shot dead last month. 

Talaat Fakhri al Rawi, a 20- 
year-old boatman who said his 
job supported 10 other members 
of his family, said he would nor- 


country. They are killing us,” Ali 
Ahmad Rida, 30, said in his 
carpet shop. ‘They are depriving 
us of water and air. Tourism for 
us is like water and air.” 

Three million tourists visited 
Egypt in the year to last July, 


them. We also have our own 
beliefs. A true Muslim should not 
look at something forbidden,” 
Nasri Naim, 27, said in his jewel- 
lery shop. 

Mahmoud Rajab, waiting for a 
touris t to here his horse-drawn 
cab, argned: “If tourism is des- 
troyed, we are all destroyed... If 
it was not for this carriage, ‘15 
people would not have food to 


ciiH Suzette Saad,. reservation “I got very *^red ia . 
manager at the five star Moven- raids. A man grabbe 
picHotel in Luxor. “It is 20 to 30 thought be wantedfta 
per cent cancellatio ns for Novem- but I found out he wasT 

ber after the attack.” to boy something,” st 

Fathi Safibi, manager of foe Homan, 29, an ecrawr 
American Express Travel Office Germany. ■ ... . ~- 

in Luxor, said tourists who had In Cairo, Tourism 
already paid for their .trips were Fouad Suifan met Prea 
still coming but new reservations, ni Mubarak Monday-- 
particularly for charter tours/ reporters he had presev 
were daHr new tourism projwas 


Many tourists questioned in foreign investors. 
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Luxor said they bad Sown from He said it was p roofs 
Cairo instead of risking land tants were failing to 
travel through militant stron- industry. 


Relatives 
of missing 

Kuwaitis 

disrupt 

parliament 


GCC s ummi t to be held even if Qatar boycotts 


KUWAIT (R) — Impatient rela- 
tives of missing Kuwaitis dis- 
rupted the Kuwaiti parliament for 
an hour and a half Tuesday to 
demand foe government and par- 
liament do more to secure their 
release. 

About 500 parents, wives and 
children packed foe public gallery 
for a debate on the 850 or so 
misting people, whom Kuwaitis 
believe are in Iraqi jails. 

They brought yellow ribbons, 
large photographs of their loved 
ones and posters and banners 
saying “do not forget our prison- 
ers of war.” 

They began to lose patience 
when members of parliament 
spent more than half an hour 
debating whether strict Muslim 
women who cover their faces 
should be allowed to attend clas- 
ses at the medical faculty of 
Kuwait University. 

“We came here to talk about 
the prisoners," one woman 
shouted from the gallery. 

The debate on the prisoners 
was shorter than they expected 
and ended in a decision to refer 
the problem back to a parliamen- 
tary committee. 

People in the gallery shouted 
“shame, shame” and arguments 
broke out between disappointed 
relatives and others trying to calm 
them down, many women wept. 

The speaker of parliament, 
Ahmad Al Saadoun, suspended 
the meeting of parliament for half 
an hour but it was a further hour 
before members managed to 
appease the protesters. 

“The government has done no- 
thing because all they think of is 
politics," said Amin Jassem, who 
lost his 25-year-old son. 

“They haven't given the prob- 
lem enough attention. We should 
knock on every door,” said Kh ai- 
de on Al Sania, a founding mem- 
ber of the Independent League of 
Relatives of Prisoners of War and 
Missing People. Four of his rela- 
tives went missing during the 
Iraqi occupation of Kuwait in 
1990 and 1991. 

Tbe league .complained that the 
government’s own National Com- 
mittee on Prisoners had been 
slow to document the cases of the 
missing people and was not fol- 
lowing up all leads. 


MANAMA (AP) — The annual 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
summit will begin on Dec. 21 in 
Abu Dhabi even if Qatar 
boycotts it, a leading B ahrain 
daily reported Tuesday. 

The pro-government newspap- 
er AJ A yam quoted “Informed 
Gulf sources” as saying that pre- 
parations were proceeding nor- 
mally. 

It said that the host president 
of the United Arab Emirates, 
Sheikh Zayed Ibn Sultan Al Na- 
byan, will soon be sending invita- 
tions to his counterparts in foe 
Saudi Arabian-led gronp of Gulf 


Arab nations. 

“As a result of contacts and 
consultations among the GCC 
countries, it has been agreed fot 
foe summit conference will be 
held on the mentioned date even 
if one of the countries does not 
attend." the paper quoted a 
source as saying. 

A border dispute between 
Qatar and Saudi Arabia flared on 
Sept. 30 in an exchange of gunfire 
in which two people died. The 
Sjjnrfi< have dismissed it as an 
accident, while Qatar suspended 
a border agreement and, despite 
Saudi refusal, has been insisting 


on fresh negotiations on the hues. 

Mediators have been frying to 
cool the situation but Qatar 
Saturday was absent from a key 
GCC meeting in Kuwait of De- 
fence ministers of foe alliance. 
There has been no word from 
Qatar as to the fuller implications 
of that absence. 

The alliance groups Qatar, 
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait 
Oman and foe UAE and was 
formed in 1981 by foe Gulf Arab 
nations in quest of a common 
market and collective security. 
The leaders meet once a year and 
foe summits are hosted by rota- 


tion. . - 

Al Ayam said that,: • 
bids by Kuwait, UAE t 
bare so far “foiled Iff: 
brotherly solution 6£t 
dispute between tht-tL 
because -of Qatar** 
zts stance and its : 
part m afl meeting 
Qatar Is 

putc with BahraiapSf'W 
water boundaries, 
the case unflatrad|afe 
national court ra 
Spite Bahrain's intisflg Si 
petition should hawjBt 
submitted. 2 






U.S. accused of delay in Iraq loan investigation 


t-JL. 


WASHINGTON (R) — A key 
U.S. legislator has accused the 
Justice Department of deliberate- 
ly delaying an inquiry into foe 
Bush administration’s handling of- 
a case involving illegal bank loans 
to Iraq, possibly dosing off any 
chance a special prosecutor could 
be named to investigate. 

Jack Brooks, chairman of foe 
Judiciary Committee* of the 
House of Representatives, made 
foe charge as Attorney General 
William Bari- formally notified 
foe committee he had ordered a 
preliminary inquiry being made 
by Judge Frederick: Lacey to be 


completed by Dec. 8. 

Mr. Barr said this would enable 


an application to be made for 
ap po i ntment of an independent 
counsel — better known as a 
special prosecutor — before the 
independent counsel law expired - 
on Dec. 15. 

But Brooks, a Texas Demo- 
crat, said there was now a “se- 
rious question" whether foe pro- 
cess of appointing a special coun- 
sel could be completed before 
that date. 

Charging that Mr. Barr had 
waited until foe last moment to 
take action, iMr. Brooks- said in a 
statement that “through his 
months of delay, the attorney 
general has opened himself up to 
foe appearance of a cynical 


attempt to ran out foe dock while 
seeming to proceed in good 
faith”. 

An aide said that security and 
-cooffict-of-interest checks on a 
prospective special prosecutor 
could take longer than tbe week 
between Dec. 8 and 15. The aide sad 
foe appointment of Iran-contra 
special prosecutor Lawrence 
Walsh took 17 days. 

Judge Lacey was appointed to 
make an independent inquiry but 
is not a special prosecutor. 

Mr. Barr said Judge Lacey had 
advised on Oct. 26 that there was 
information about the Banca 
Nazionalc del Lavoro (BNL) case 
sufficient to constitute grounds to 


mvestigate whether^T* 
violated foe ^ 

About $5 

loans, gomeb a d c ed j ft 
eminent guarantees^! 
by tbe Atlanta brag 
and helped .Iraq 
food before the GuKf ; ' 

Last month ft- - • - 
that the Central Mm ■ 
cy faded to give - - 
paitment cables and « 
meats suggesting tfc 
office made the loans- . 
.knowledge of BNL h»-- 
Justice prosccotara tor- - - 
the illegal loans aoM^-t 
former Atlanta BNL bn^ 
ager, Christopher Dip r ; 
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Major, under fire, widens ‘Iraqgate’ arms probe 1 


LONDON (R) — Prime Minister 
John Major, acting to defuse foe 
most serious scandal ever to beset 
his government, has given a 
senior judge sweeping powers to 
probe how Britain helped to arm 
Iraq. 

As foe opposition Labour Par- 
ty sought to pin foe “Iraqgate" 
scandal directly at his door, Mr. 
Major announced Monday that a 
judicial inquiry into tbe affair 
would range well beyond its ex- 
pected terms of reference. 

He left open the possibility that 
his predecessor Margaret Thatch- 
er could be made to give evidence 
by granting foe judge in charge of 
the probe. Lord Justice Scott, 
discretionary power to alter its 
legal basis so witnesses can be 
subpoenaed. 

The storm over ministers’ 
alleged connivance in arms- 
related sales to Iraq, despite a 
government embargo first im- 
posed in 1984 during tbe Iran* 
Iraq war, broke with foe collapse 


of the trial of three businessmen 
charged with illegal arms exports. 

Tbe trio, from foe Iraqi-owned 
British machine tools company 
Matrix Churchill, were cleared 
last week after former Minister 
Alan Clark testified to govern- 
ment acquiescence in foe sale to 
Baghdad of machine tools used to 
make fuses and shell cases. 

Mr. Major announced the 
Scott inquiry last week in re- 
sponse to the Matrix Churchill 
affair. 

But in his written statement 
Monday he said Lord Justice 
Scott would be able to probe a 
whole range of defence-related 
sales to Baghdad, including foe 
supply of equipment used in 
Iraq’s Project Babylon to build 
long-range “superguns." 

Serving ministers and civil ser- 
vants would be required to 
cooperate and the inquiry would 
be able to investigate foe conduct 
of ministers in seeking to prevent 
foe disclosure of classified docu- 


ments to the defence in the Mat- 
rix Churchill case. 

Labour alleges the Conserva- 
tive government was involved in a 
cover-up of breaches of its own 
guidelines, at the risk of inno- 
cent men being sent to jail. 


prime minister. 

“He (Cook) pro 
smoking Howitzer 1 
even been aWe : tp 
smoking popgun,”' 
said. 


It was sought increasingly to 
focus the furore on. Mr. Major 
himself, alleging he knew about 
the scandal first as foreign secret- 
ary and then as chancellor of the 
exchequer in Mrs. Thatcher’s 
cabinet and, since November' 
1990, as prime minister. 


The Iraqgate aft 
Labour's offensive faavt 

heart of Mr. Major** t - 
for honesty and compoc 
woes of a governs ott 
successive policy crw*. 
widely blamed for - 
kmgest recession since 1 


Mr. Major has insisted that it 
was not until last week that he 
realised guidelines might have 
been breached. 


Conservative Party Chairman 
Norman Fowler Monday accused 
Labour of “innuendo, leaks and 
smears" after opposition trade 
spokesman Robin Cook released 
more hitherto secret documents 
which be has said implicated foe 


Mr. Major, ha popqb 
all-time low, sought. s>i 
night to shift the focuih ■' 
economy after a tnari-b 
week which cut inter# 
seven per cent, theft tof 
1978. 7 


In a high-profile spee 
annual Lord Mayor *# 
Banquet, he appealed fa 
nership for prosperity*' f 
country out of recessio 
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JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Yesterday’s high t em per a t u res: Am- 
man 23. Aqaba 30. Humidity readings: 
Amman 65 per cent, Aqaba 36 per 
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anc pclxt ^fyice, WITH A SMILE: Jiunal Balqaz, Sector general of flu. 

air cgrrfcr, the Ro^ii Jordanian (RJ), att en d e d Tuesday 
jrataalwa ceremony of 21 air stewardesses who completed a 
drat irw Celling conne at the RJ*a training centre. Mr. Balqaz delivered 
cy f-iitJ - ^ddrws at the ceremony, welcoming the graduates to BJ’s staff 
part mcnt a^ coapstttefag them on eorapletfog the course, 
aienti 5ugg g * .. ..... 
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HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


ItrcJSfl sends cable to Oman and Latvia 

' rfAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday sent a 
; of good wishes to Saltan Qaboos Ben Sa’id of Oman on iris 
rrt^nWtry’s national d&y. The King wished the Sultan continued 
J gJI vw'iness and further progress and prosperity for the Omani 
*- le. King Hussein alk> Tuesday sent a cable of good wishes to 

r^jnsss president of Latvia on his country’s independence day 
1 .'^ c iCoA''mrsay. 
faisii 

)wn Prince meets Turkish general 

-.-in' POT^ 

" - ' rfAN (Petra) — Ms Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
ved at the Royal. Court Tuesday visiting Turkish Deputy 
-h S Ir^fnnan of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General Flkrat Kopalti and 
l^ivur ^^accompanying delegation. Prince Hassan reviewed at the 
of w ^ug the latest developments In the Middle East and the world 
( ~ honest? s-*- The meeting was attended by the chief of staff of the land 
^ ^ ■ 0 f i f*s, the inspector general, the Turkish ambassador to Jordan, 
\-~i 4 r.i: r^’fhe Turkish military attache in Amman. 
su .‘:vr. bi’sf' 

!,,n * 2tfs: * jlnet holds meeting 

Vr. M**’ 5 

••■. ini • : V (Petra) — The Cabinet held a meeting Tuesday under 
A ’ 1 . . r^fi^bainnauship of Prime Minster Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and 


* i ' Chairmanship of Prime Miinster Sharif Zeid i 
ni £ -Vrn> iiS'Jved recommendations by the financial and 



ABU JABER INITIATES NEW DIPLOMATS: A 
coarse on diptomary and International relations 
organised by the foreign ministry for newly re- 
ernhed diploaiats concluded at the ministry Tues- 
day. F or eign Minis ter Kamel Aba Jaber delivered 
an address at the graduation ceremony in which he 
stress ed the importance of such co ur ses, saying that 
they are important In teaching the concepts and 
principles of diplomatic work and in deepening the 
feelings of true national belonging. The minister 


then distributed certificates to the 22 graduates who 
attended the course which consisted of te c to re s on 
various domestic, Arab and international issues. 
The six-month course, organised by the ministry for 
the first time, also included field visits to govern- 
ment' departments and institutions and the general 
headquarters of the armed forces. The graduation 
ceremony was attended by senior officials and 
heads of (be ministry’s departments. (Petra photo). 


Industrial fair opens n Mafraq 


economic com- 


*-■' - 3 productive projects as economic projects. It also approved 

> ' -ppointment of Abdul Aziz Al Thiyabat as A1 Ramtfaa mayor 

: n a Al Sawa^ir as Naour mayor. 


JHAT’S GOING ON 

following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
huty Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
and place with the concerned institutions. 


of paintings by Iraqi ar tists Ismafi Fattah, Usa 
^ >ttah and Mohammad Mokraddin at the Abdul Hameed 
, ^ri^ homan Foundation Gallery — (10 sum. - 5 pan-) 

5 ft* Jflob . ion wttftfcd “firffiad stories — American Mn a ti re 

.v^wdfery exhibit” at the American Centre (open from 8 a.m, - 5 
»*** m.). ' 

tbffrttfoc: entitled Melody Ambiance” by Adnan Al Sharif at 

Phoenix Art Gafiery. • 


of pafatiny by l«qs trfid Salman Ai Basri at ASa 


eggf: ■ t 

5= . totogrnphy exhibition entitled “Characteristics of the 
0 nfiternmeu Sea” at the French Cattani Centre. 

tUefioB of c o nt empora ry Swedish art art at tte Royal 
Anti CetiR. 

^ LECTURE 

^ J educe, hi Arabic, on M JardanlaB Women and Problems 
? w firing them” by Josey Salem m thePboesdx Art Gallery— 7 


MAFRAQ (Petra) — Minister of 
Industry and Trade Abdullah En- 
sour Monday opened the first 
Jordanian industrial fair in the 
I dty of Mafraq as part of His 
Majesty King Hussein’s birthday. 

Dr. Eosour inspected items on 
display at the fair by 90 different 
industrial businesses. 

Khakioun Abu Hassan, presi- 
dent of the Amman Chamber of 
Industry, addressed the cere- 
mony and said that the lair in 
Mafraq was part of the chamber’s 
p lan of organising fobs through out 
Jordan to orient the public on the 
national industry which con tri- 


same destiny?” be asked. 
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butes towards socio-economic de- 
velopment in Jordan. 

The week-long fair which was 
organised by the Amman cham- 
ber in cooperation with the Maf- 
raq chamber of commerce dis- 
plays products from businesses 
dealing with agricultural, chemic- 
al, engineering, construction, 
plastic, leather, textile and wood 
industries. 

The King’s birthday on Nov. 14 
was marked by other celebrations 
in different towns during Mon- 
day. In Sweleb, scouts and girl 
guides marched along the streets 
carrying posters while folk 
troupes performed debkeb. In 


Naour, the celebrations also con- 
sisted of student marches and 
parades. 

King Hussein’s birthday was 
celebrated in frbid’s schools 
which held several seminars and 
cultural gatherings, while Irbid 
Governor Fayez Abbadi opened 
a general photo exhibition dis- 
playing the development of Jor- 
dan under the Hashemites. 

King Hussein Monday received 
a cable of good wishes from 
Lebanon’s President Elias Hrawi 
wishing him continued health and 
happiness and further progress 
and prosperity for the Jordanian 
people. 
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Refugee talks in Canada outlined 


WASHINGTON (Petra) — Jor- 
dan believes that the attainment 
of a just and durable peace in dm 
Middle East region hinges on 
hading an acceptable solution to 
the Palestinian refugees problem, 
according to Jordan’s delegate to 
the talks on the refugees. 

Dr. Jawad Al Anarri. who 
attended the multilateral talks on 
refugees held recently in Ottawa. 
Canada, was commenting on the 
outcome of the meetings which 
were attended by Arab and 
Israeli delegates as well as repre- 
sentatives of European and 
American countries. 

The Jordanian delegation de T 
□landed that the rights of the 
refugees and displaced persons be 
established in accordance with 
U.N. resolutions issued since 
1948 and that the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UN- 
RWA) have a major role in contri- 
buting towards a settlement of 
the refugee problem, said Dr. 



Dr. Jawad Al Anaai 

Anani 

He explained that the delegates 
worked out a programme for die 
creation of a data-base on re- 
fugees to be financed by Norway, 
Canada and the European Com- 
munity in cooperation with UN- 
RWA. The meeting also discus- 
sed the question of training 


Palestinian refugees and creating 
job opportunities. Dr. Anani 
jultM that the United States has 
expressed readiness to help im- 
plement this programme in coop- 
eration with the EC countries. 

Jordan demanded that Palesti- 
nian families separated by wars 
since 1948 shoald be reunited and 
that deportees should be able to 
feturn to their homeland in the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 
Dr. Anani said that along with 
Jordan, Arab countries repre- 
sented at the Ottawa meeting 
included, Egypt, Morocco, Tuni- 
sia, - Algeria, Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, the United Arab Emi- 
rates and Yemen. He said that his 
delegation had maintained dose 
cooperation with all these delega- 
tions particularly along with the 
Palestinian delegation. 

Dr. Anani said that the work- 
ing group on refugees derided to 
hold its next meeting in Norway 
sometimes in the spring of 1993. 


Islamists plan to dominate Bar Association 


By Odeh O deb 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — At least nine prom- 
inent lawyers including two for- 
mer ministers of justice have 
nominated themselves as candi- 
dates for die presidency of the 
Bar Association in Jordan despite 
the fact that the elections are not 
doe until March 1993. 

The Bar Association in Jordan, 
which was established in 1950, 
has always been dominated by 
leftist and nationalist factions, 
but this time the fcfomist* are 
going to be active and xry to win 
as many votes as possible, said a 


bar member who preferred 
anonymity. He said that there are 
an estimated 250 Islamists from 
an association members of 2,500. 

Former minister of justice Riad 
Al Shakka has already been 
nominated for the position of 
association president. Another 
former minister running as inde- 
pendent for the presidency is Mr. 
Rateb Al Wazni. Other candi- 
dates are: Marwan Al Hussein, 
Dr. Kama! Nasser, Ismail Maha- 
din, Khalaf Masaadeh, Jawad 
Yunis, Omar Damra and Fahmi 
Aim Hweij. 

Nearly 800 members of the 
association in the occupied West 
Bank who are legally still linked 


to the Bar Association in Jordan 
are also taking part in the elec- 
tions. Some sources say that the 
West Bank lawyers will be elect- 
ing a member of the council 
daring the current month. 

Nearly 1,200 young men and 
women lawyers who are taking 
part in the coming elections are 
demanding that Che association 
give priority to professionalism 
rather than politics. Many accus- 
se the present council of being 
arbitrary in dealing with the new 
lawyers, particularly with regard 
to die new stern conditions im- 
posed on new lawyers practicing 
tiie profession in Jordan. 
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Follow the Qatari lead 

THE FACADE of unity among the Golf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states seems to be failing apart under 
the strain of border disputes between Qatar and Saudi 
Arabia and between Oman and the United Arab 
Emirates. When Qatar boycotted the recent six- 
snember council defence ministers 9 meeting in Kuwait, 
that aimed at beefing up the existing 10,000-strong 
P eninsula Shield Force, the message was dear: All is 
not well among the GCC member states. 

The, tension among the oQ rich Gulf countries 
escalated when Qatar sent its ambassador back to 
Ba ghdad on Oct. 27. The implications of the Qatari 
move are obviously profound since the whole attempt 
by the GCC to forge an effective, unified force was 
directed not only against Iran but also against Iraq. 
Iraq continues to be viewed by the GCC leadership as 
a constant threat to the Golf states despite the fact that 
Zraq had in the 1980s served as the shield protecting 
the Gulf region against Iran’s ambitions. Having 
withstood the hardships of the past two years, Iraq is 
qfill being regarded as a threat looming on the horizon, 
ready to strike again at its hostile neighbours. 

This GCC perspective is due for a reevaluation. 
Notwithstanding the current conflict, the Iraqi people 
will remain forever an integral part of the Arab 
Nation. Nothing could change the fundamentals in the 
Arab equation and the sooner there is reconciliation 
between the GCC member states and Iraq the better it 
is for both sides. It would be utter folly to persist in 
regarding Iraq and its people as dangerous and hortile 
to the welfare and security of the Arab Gulf states and 
their peoples. Doha’s decision to reestablish diplomatic 
ties with Baghdad must be interpreted not so much as 
a hostile act against Riyadh bat rather as a gesture of 
goodwill aimed at unfreezing relationships between the 
Golf Arab governments and Iraq. One would hope 
that other Gulf capitals would follow in the footsteps of 
Qatar through extending bridges with the Iraqi people 
ha preparation for the future. 

Greater efforts must also be made to reintegrate 
Iraq as a country and people into the Arab fold. Iraq 
has paid dearly for the occupation of Kuwait and this 
as a time for healing the wounds. The calls for relaxing 
the sanctions against Iraq are getting louder and 
louder across the world and soon enough there will be 
an effective reappraisal of the U.S. posture mi Iraq. 
Once the Americans relax their policies towards Iraq, 
others will follow suit Arabs’ ostracising Iraq for 
much longer will prove counterproductive to Arab 
interests. The Iraqi people shall be given the opportun- 
ity to determine their fotnre. And besieging the Iraqi 
people is not exactly the best way to achieve such a 
goal. Qatar has taken the first step in that direction. 
The other Gulf capitals need to think along these lines 
instead of persisting in treating Iraq as an archenemy. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

THE TALKS in Washington about the prospect of sending back 
James Baker to the Middle East to serve as a U.S. envoy to 
stimulate the Middle East peace process is tackled by A1 Ra’f daily 
Tuesday. The paper said that no one can deny the fundamental 
role which Mr. Baker played in initiating the process, but his 
coming back requires new morn^ntnm if the peace process is to 
achieve any progress T! '. r needed at this phase is a 

real change in the Israeli position m prepare the ground for a 
settlement which can only be achieved through the implementa- 
tion of U.N. Security GnmdJ resolutions 242 and 338, the basis of 
the current peace process, said the paper. The talk in Washington 
about the return of James Baker to die Middle East, under the 
Clinton administration dearly reflects the fact that the new 
administration is keen on maintaining the peace process to 
achieve a settlement, the paper continued. But, it said, for such a 
settlement to be achieved, a new momentum is required and a full 
commitment to the international legitimacy is required. The 
peace process, which .has so far achieved nothing concrete, must 
be given a driving force, and this can only materialise through a 
serious effort on the part of the new U.S. administration which 
ought to pressure Israel into complying with the will of the world 
community and to respect its resolutions, the paper said. The 
paper said that unless such a development occurs, no one can be 
optimistic about Mr. Baker's return and his renewed role m the 
region. 

. A COLUMNIST in A1 Dustour daily said Tuesday that the Arabs 
in general and the Palestinians in particular are bound to pay the 

* price of the neo-Nazi movement in Eastern Europe. Taher 

- Udwan said that die world Zionism is behind the current drive to 

* bring back to life Nazizm in a bid to foroe the remaining Jews of 
Europe to go to Israel and evict the Palestinians and the other 
Arabs from their homeland. The writer said that it is no secret 
that the Europeans had helped the creation of Israel earlier this 
century because they had wanted to get rid of their presence on 
their lands. The anti-Semitic movement in Italy, Germany, 
Hungary and other parts of Europe, the writer said, is a dear sign 

. that the world Zionism is playing the same game again. For its 
part, the United States, the main ally of Israel, is financing tins 

* process and the U.S. administration is exercising more pressure 
on the Arabs rather than on Israel to reads a settlement so that 
more and more Jews come to settle in the region, encouraged by 
the projected peace. The writer said that neither the Europeans 
nor th^ Americans want the Arabs to regain their homeland, but 
they are only interested in safeguarding their own interests by 

- forcing some kind of settlement on the Arab Nation. 


When financial sovereignty crumbles 


I WAS very much impressed by a 26-page survey 
economy published by the “Economist" in its Sept. 19-p 1992 
edition. The survey is both comprehensive and illuminating and 
touches on the worid economy’s hot financial issues. 

The 1980s were marked by a host of important issues, swings 
and events, such as international debt crisis, Reaganomcs. 
Thatcherism and monetarism. However, the survey suggests that - 
the eighties will be remembered mainly as the years during which 
“many of the boundaries between national financial markets 
dissolved and a truly global capital market began to emerge It 
goes on to conclude that the next decade will be remembered for 
foe world's struggle to cope with this development. 

What is foe message of this to developing countries, especially 
fo^ASttS^untarily or compulsorily, to Uberal« then 
S^oSTand to deregulate their finanaal stnicmr^j* *9 
become part of a world financial market where free and, 
sometimes cut-throat, competition reigns? 

Financial deregulation entails dismantling of cant 5°[ s 
barriers on foe^Sovement of capital across nat,ona^«»n^uc 
borders. For a developing country, this means that ^ domesti 
market becomes a part of foe Euromoney market 
market.- The immediate result of such a development is for foe 
national monetary and fiscal policies to loose a significant and 


growing part of their' “sovereignty.” The above survey dwells at 
length on this aspect and vividly portrays how life has become 
difficult for both policies under fi nan cial deregulation: “Govern- 
ments find it -even harder than before to use foe traditional 
economic levers- monetary and oconomic policy-to-pilot their 
economies." * For example, when domestic interest rates are raised 
to tighten the credit policy and to stem the growth of money 
supply, this can lead to an inflow of foreign capital and thus foe 
initial goal of this measure is seif-defeated. The interest rate 
weapon is blunted under global finance. 

Obviously, the game of a “global financial market” can be 


fairly played only by strong players, namely advanced countries. 
Capital inflowsand outflows lead to the appreciation or depreda- 
tion of their already floating currencies. Currency ap preciation is 
followed by a correction through foe well-known mechanism: 
higher exchange rates increase the prices of the exports of goods 
and services, cut current accounts surpluses and thereafter 
weaken foe national currency, and vice versa. Advanced coun- 
tries can tolerate this game simply because their currencies are 
convertible: that is they are freely accepted to settle their 
international payments. In other, words, they do not face 
shortages in foreign exchange reserves. They pay in their national 
currency, until their economies pick op and their international 
standing consequently improves. 
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Behind the scenes, a daring 
game of Mideast peace 


By Leslitf K. Gdb 


NEW YORK — Obscured by the 
United States presidential cam- 
paign, the Syrian fox, President 
Hafez Assad, and foe Israeli ox. 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
have been playing a daring game 
of peace. Sometimes publicly, 
sometimes secretly, but always 
ambiguously and cleverly in their 
different ways. 

Gaines are not bankable. But 
there is enough stardust here to 
justify a major diplomatic effort 
by experienced players in the 
Bush administration who could 
carry on in the Clinton adminis- 
tration. 

The Assad- Rabin peace formu- 
la is old: land for peace. What is 
new is that each leader has posi- 
tioned himself to make a deal. 
The diplomatic trick for the 
mediator is to manoe uver both 
into saying the magic words 
simultaneously and with subst- 
ance. 

In secret, Mr. Rabin has hinted 
in the most intricate and deniable 
diplomatic language that he is 
prepared to withdraw totally 
from the Golan Heights in return 
for peace. But he will not be 
more specific about withdrawal 
until Mr. Assad demonstrates a 
commitment to peace by word 
and deed. 


In pablic and in Arabic for all 
Arabs to bear, Mr. Assad has 
responded that he will give “total 
peace" for “total withdrawal." 
But he will not be specific about 
peace until Mr. Rabin commits to 
frill withdrawal. Meanwhile, he- 
has put out foe word through his 
diplomats that war with Israel is 
no\ longer an acceptable choice 
for 1 the Syrian people. 

Both leaders are master 
strategists. Both have devised 
neace strategies. Now both have 
to figure out bow to make peace 
politically palatable to each other 
and to their citizens, long con- 
sumed by mutual fear and hatred. 

Mr. Rabin has decided that 
Israel must strive ail out for a 
secure peace with Syria, Jordan 
and the Palestinians. Only peace 
will allow Israel to focus on its 
economic troubles and absorb 
millions of immigrants. Only 
peace with immediate neighbours 
will permit Israel to focus on its 
greatest long-term threat 7 - Iran. 

The Israeli prime minister 
knows that he cannot make a deal 
with Syria unless Mr. Assad gets 
back all of foe Golan Heights — 
just as President Sadat of Egypt 
got back all of Sinai in 1979. So 
Mr. Rabin has passed foe mes- 
sage to Damascus that Israel will 


“frilly'* cany out U.N. resolu- 
tions regarding withdrawal from 
occupied territories. IBs formula 
omits the world “all,” contrary to 
Arab demands. But it adds the 
word “fully,” implying all foe 
Golan. To square these concerns, 
Israel could grant Syria full 
sovereignty over the heights, then 
lease back the territory for an 
extended period with security 
guarantees. • 

The dogged Israeli leader will 
not budge an inch further until 
the Syrian leader offers “consis- 
tent and concrete expressions of 
peace" — such as a face-to-face 
meeting. But Mr. Rabin does not 
insist that Mr. Assad come to 
Jerusalem as did Anwar Sadat. 

Mr. Assad’s strategy remains* 
essentially confrontational. He 
continues a major arms buildup. 
He still directs and backs terror- 
ists. He still uses Islamic fun- 
damentalists to intimidate 
Palestinians seeking an autonomy 
agreement with Israel. 

But even hard-headed Israeli 
intelligence analysts see silver lin- 
ings. The wily Syrian has agreed 
to negotiate a joint declaration of 
principles with Israel. He says 
openly that Arab objectives can 
no longer be attained by force. 
And he has told his countrymen 


Developing countries are in completely different istnfei 
ha veto owseiye always their foreign 
“Ssis, such holdings will be easflyandqm^ty foamed, 
foe^eri^of foe free and easy 

by financial deregulation. (Remember foe msmm 
Jordan?) This danger wfll be aggravated where foe dev 
country is compelled, under whatever reasons, sue £ 

commitments under IMF-sponsored adjustoent program 
stick to an open door policy with regafrd to foe nxjvementp 

an Th^SSkble message, here is that fin ancia l dercgnhtf 
developing country should match its economic progress £ 
such progress is defined. Hasty deregulation will only eofey 
developing country in currency trenfiora of various mag? 
However, this is not to fault foe op#d& of economic 5be 
But foreign exchange controls cannot also be wiped aw* 
leave developing countries defenceless m th e face otcapita 
Interestingly enough, Jordan happened to devise a nrickBe 
which it followed during most of the seventies and eqfo 
maintained 'controls on capital movements but did not, 
them as there was no need for thaCBut when foe current 
hit in 1988-89, the economic policy had only to dust-of 
unbeloved weapons and go into action.- 


Mideast peace | 
talks struggle in 
U.S. vacuum ^ 


to be prepared for a “peace of the 
brave.” 

In sum, Mr. Assad seems to be 1 
toying with foe idea of peace — 
as long as he thinks he might gain 
through peace what be cannot 
achieve by wan American and 
Israeli acquiescence in a Greater 
Syria including all of foe Golan, 
hegemony in Lebanon and prima- 
cy over Jordanians and Palestk - 1 
mans. 

Israel and the United States 
cannot go nearly that far. But 
they can accommodate some Sy- 1 
rian ambitions and find advan- 
tages for themselves. With some 
rewards, Syria could be induced ! 
to restrain anti-American, anti- 
Zionist, anti-peace fundamental - 1 
ists and become a counterweight 
to Iraq and Iran. j 

Skillful, experienced nego- 
tiators like James Baker and bis ' 
team could do a lot with these 1 
Syrian-Israeli openings. Presi- 
dent-elect Bill Clinton could keep 
them on this case to reassure , 
Middle Easterners and prove Ins' I 
commitment to a bipartisan fore- ! 
ign policy at home. Mr. Baker : 
and company would be perform- 
ing a vital service for Arabs, 
Israelis, Republicans, Mr. Clin- 
ton and America — The New ; 
York Times. 


By Alan Eisner 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Buffeted by' 
rising violence in the Middle East 
and a political vacuum in the 
United States, Arab-Israeii peace 
taiim have fallen on hard times. 

Although delegates from 
Israel, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan 
and Palestinians faithfully show 
up at the State Department every 
day for negotiations, they are 
making virtually no progress in 
solving their 44-year-old conflict. 

Nor are they expected to do so, 

at least imtfl next spring when the 
rein ton a dm in is tr ation has taken 
power and a new team of officials 
to guide the process is in place. 

One Israeli delegate gave a 
flavour of the talks last week. He 
said that before the first session 
of talks with foe Palestinian de- 
legation foul even begun, a new 
release — written' In Arabic by 
foe Palestinians describing the 
failure of the day’s talks and 
condemning Israeli intransigence 
— fell into Israeli hands. 

“We told them, ~Tf you have 
already decided the outcome be- 
fore foe meeting has taken place, 
then maybe we shouldn't 
bother,’” the delegate said. 

Analysts, some of whom had 
argued before the seventh round 
of talks began last Monday that 
the parties would make an effort 
to consolidate gains before foe 
Bush administration left power, 
were forced to rethink by the end 
of a fruitless week. 

“What it seems to mean is 
there will be no swift agreement 
while Bush is in power and the 
parties might well try to test 
Clinton when he arrives by seek- 
ing to renegotiate all their old 
understandings with the United 
States,” said one diplomat. 

The seventh round of talks is 
due to end on Thursday and the 
Israelis are pressing for an eighth 
round m December to keep some 
kind of momentum in the pro- 
cess. 

But chief Syrian delegate 
Mouwafak A1 Allaf said be did 
not expect any progress in foe 
remaining four days of talks and 
it would be up to the United 
States to determine whether it 
was worth having another round 
in December. 

“We do not expect a lot of 
change in the Israeli position. 


Unfortunately, it seep 
Israelis have not deck 
mit foe talks to 
ward,” be said. f: ■ 

Israel’s chief neg$ 
Syria, ftamar Rabinov 
the talks were dea® 

acknowledged there j- 

lems. He said the 
the talks stemmed'! 
“speculations and t . 
tint die Syrians are df 
ing the U.S. pofitkaji . 
reference to the fo . 
power to CfintahU.t 

“I don’t think t fo 
unravelling- But' tha . 
catties in the process 

If it were onfrS 
waiting for Mr. urn 
office, the situaf 
perhaps be a matter 0 
but not of danger, fit 
tion in the MkUft£ 
remains tense and r { 
the would-be pea* 
mounting. 

Israeli Prime 
Rabin seemed by foe' 
Have surmounted foe - 
lenge from Iramaa-b 
bollab guerrillas in S: 
non by mounting a m, 
of strength along fee- 
der. 

The guerrillas feel 
Katyusha rocke ts jaji 
Israel last we^’pfoii. 
to send extra tanks - ; 
into the area. But *» 
and witnesses said oar 
Israeli forces weresta 
out again. • r 

In a fresh effort* 
peace talks bade onti 
tian President Hai- 
rnet Israeli Foreign Sf - 
mon Peres cm Sundaj - 

Egypt, the only «• 
have signed a peace; 
Israel, invited Penal 
after Mr. Mubarak' 
officials held three day 
sions with PLO le® 
Arafat. > ‘ 

Partly as a icsirit a : . 
mediation , the atmosp ‘ 
Israeli-Palestmian taff . 

proved and the safe 
discussions in sraa| 
groups, which the T 
had suspended earn . 
week. 

But the improvemetf: 
pbere stfll did not Bid 
progress was being tt- 


Armed militant groups make gains across Horn of Africa 


By Jennifer Parmelee 


SHUKH, Somalia — Groups of 
well-armed Islamic fundamental- 
ists, funded generously from 
abroad, are expanding across 
Somali-populated areas of the 
Horn of Africa in an apparent bid 
to establish a stronghold for mili- 
tant Islam in the region, accord- 
ing to Somali and foreign obser- 
vers. 

The strongest and most visible 
group, the Islamic Union Party — 
known as Ittihad, or union — is 
styled after foe international 
Muslim Brotherhood and has 
m ad#* significant inroads from 
northern Somalia on the Gulf of 
Aden to the predominantly 
Somali-speaking Ogaden region 
of Ethiopia and into Somali- 
populated areas of northern 
Kenya, sources said. 

itrihad has set up military train- 
ing camps across northern Soma- 
lia and foe Ogaden and runs a 
network supplying arms and 
money to ethnic Somali , popula- 
tions in iDjibouti, Somalia, 
Ethiopia and Kenya, according to 
interviews with dozens of local 
leaders, diplomats and aid work- 


ers in Somalia and Ethiopia. One 
of the movement’s stated goals is 
to unite the various Somali 
populations under the banner of 

Islam. 

The moves of Ittihad coincide 
with fragmentary evidence 
gathered by regional govern- 
ments and Western intelligence 
agencies that Islamic fun- 
damentalist groups in Saudi Ara- 
bia, Iran, Sudan and possibly 
Pakistan are encouraging militant 
Islam among Muslims in other 
parts of Ethiopia and its soon-to- 
be independent territory of Erit- 
rea on foe Red Sea. 

The fundamentalists' efforts in 
the region have been made easier 
by the chaos that followed the fall 
of the Somali government of 
Mohammad Siad Bane in 1990. 
Widespread anarchy has spawned 
dan warfare in the south of the 
country and the proclamation of a 
Republic of Somaliland in the 
north, independent from the vir- 
tually powerless government that- 
succeeded Mr. Siad Baxre in the 
capital, Mogadishu. 


“Fundamentalist Islam has 
failed in many countries, but then 
there was a government to stop 
them,'* said Youssef Omar 
Azhari, a representative of the 
Somali Salvation Democratic 
Front based in northeastern 
Somalia. “In Somalia, they are 
operating freely, in a vacuum.” 

“They must not be underesti- 
mated," Mr. Azhari said, “be- 
cause if they are allowed to grow 
beyond their infancy they will be 
a real threat to the whole Horn of 
Africa.” 

In February, a UNICEF doctor 
was assassinated in Boosaaso, on 
the Gulf of Aden, where Mr. 
Azhari ’s group makes its bead- 
quarters. Western diplomats and 
foe Democratic From blamed 
Ittihad for foe attack, which was 
widely interpreted as a warning 
against the establishment of a west- 
ern presence in Somalia. It had 
been preceded by anti-U.N. 
statements during Friday prayers 
at local mosques. 

In June, more than 1,000 
anned followers of Ittihad swept 
into Boosaaso, rounded up about. 


40 members of the Democratic 
Front’s leadership and declared 
an Islamic republic. Democratic 
Front militias were mobilised, 
and as many as 200 militiamen 
and 500 Ittihad fighters were kil- 
led and hundreds wounded in the 
battle that ensued. 

Ittihad forces in Laasgoray 
have swelled to around 2,000 men 
and seem to be gearing up for 
another attack on Boosaaso, the 
northeast's key port, according to 
foe Democratic Front, western 
diplomats and other sources from 
the area. Ittihad camps offering 
military and religious training to 
thousands of young men aim 
have been set up outside foe 
northern towns of Burao/Boora- 
xna and Laascaanood, according to 
officials and relief workers. 

In the Ethiopian region of fob 
Ogaden, meanwhile, •Ittihad re- 
portedly has stepped up military 


attacking relief food convoys a 
engaging government troops. 


Repeated attempts to contact 
Ittihad representatives in the re- 
gion were unsuccessful. But 
according to Somali elders who 
know them, Ittihad leaders have 
said the group has armed itself in 
self-defence m a chaotic country 
full of armed gro up s. 

The source of Ittihad’s funding 
cannot be independently deter- 
mined. While some sources say 
wealthy, conservative Somalis liv- 
ing abroad support the group, 
many Somalis, as well as Western 
intelligence sources, said they 
suspected considerable financial 
and military backing was coming 
from hardline Islamic groups in 
Saudi Arabia, Iran, Pakistan, 
Sudan and other countries. West- 
ern diplomats said arms ship- 
ments for Somalia have been 
spotted leaving the Saudi port of 
Jizan on the Red Sea. 

Ittihad’s military activities, in 
the absence of any effective gov- 
ernment structure to combat 
gem, have sent a chill through 
me Somali community. But ftm- 
damentaiism is a sensitive sub- 
ject, since Somalis generally con- 


sider themselves -'-J ) 

ate, Muslims and;agjp«fj© 
tant to criticise anyone* w r i 
Islam. 

A common Mnsfini ^ : *ii; 
unified the different a • ‘ 
the Somali National - 
n o rt h e rn alliance that - '* ' 
the civil war that top -■ . 

Siad Bane. The nw®. ' -- ; ' • 

lims considered foe.c? . 
jihad a gainst Mir. $».. " 
secular, authoritarian-:’: _ 

Somalis’ historical ^, - 1 
and cultural ties wittr '-. .- . ^ 
countries of the Gntf tf ' - 
are rooted in a shared 

So some Somalis, eve 
voice concern over ^ 
spired violence, exp« - -- 
pathy for the group* 
aims. Abdul Rahman 
Aii, president of fen 
homed Somaliland rejn "- 

pressed the view that? " - 

Arab nationalism and- 
culture all have feilcd^.:., 
his region’s needs, foei® 1 . ' . ■ - ^ 
ing tiie door to a teg*} - . “ - 
Mamie values — •* ■ 

ns,. 
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Arafat accuses Rabin 


_ 1 (Coo tinned 

1 1 1 \ itory the Arabs lost in the 
-r m. r7 war . 

eas of thousands of Israelis 
3 oppose Mr. Rabin's readi- 
xjraDletp.lv 5 for territorial compromise 

nSga £di G ° lari v? ci f htS iB 

sssa^sSfe? 

wher e ifW Israel « pressing for an 
rwprf 2? re asons^3th round of peace talks in 
orerf adj ust^e^ V»nber to keep some raotnen- 

• regard to the nn^ in the progress, Mr. Rabion 

_ .. . _ Rested he did not expea a 

strat fioanciaj ^ aktlmnigb until Mr. Clinton 

economy office. 

deregulation "will (president Saddam Hussein’s 
1 tremors of varijC? 5 ® officer meanwhile, has caJ- 

* option of econ^the peace talks “capitulation” 
cannot also be J?- said Arab countries negotiat- 


(Coo tinned from page !) 




in Babel, the newspaper of Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein’s eldest son 
Uday, said, “They (the peace 
talks) are capitulation in itself.’’ 
He said Arabs were negotiating 
f rom the standpoint of weakness 
while Israel had the military pow- 
er to boos: its position. 

“The Arab parties lack, the 
freedom of political decision and 
the military strength which con- 
stitutes a threat to the Zionist 
entity,” he said. 

“The Zionist entity can accept 
certain things which do not harm 
its strategic targets but it has the 
ability to reject all that it does not 
want to since it is the strongest 
party,” he said. 

Iraq's official press has conde- 
mned the Middle East talks , but 


to devise to t r mact their rights 5 ret in an Iraqi newspaper de- 

°f the seventies the Jewish state. scribing the peace talks as “capi- 

movements bin ^Muljabbar Muhsen, writing relation.” 
haC But whet, if 1 — 

<° Jan hits out at GCC 

_ (Continued from page 1) 

^he newspaper comments sending Algerian fundamentalists 
e a day after Iran’s foreign to Lebanon, where they received 
hjCfe £9 JTi^v istry , in a statement published paramilitary training in camps of 
IRNA, described the state- the Shiite gr ou p Hizbollah.” 
it from the Gulf Arab defence The paper also reported that 

g — listers as “groundless claims” wanted Algerian fundamentalists 
| ft jpb run counter to political had been seeking refuge in the 

C5 - ** 1 ' Hides of the region. Iranian embassy’s mosque. 

an, which shares control of There was no official confirma- 
lUlHn 1 k* usa w * t * 1 UAE sheikh- don of the report. The foreign 
i of Sharjah, stopped non- ministry announcement Monday 

G citizens landing on the is- merely cited a year-long cam- 

1 in August, it has since paign of “interference and hostil- 

UnfoTOnai l ved 12 - teacbere t0 return. ity" by Iran. 

** all! rawhUc, escalated ^wich Irae respective ambassador s cart er 
««d. lie aii nJrawiilg seven diplomats ^yaratoltaairoacciisedrf 
Kran s Ai S , Algiof, acconfing to Alge- ?“* n S M S ena s fmiaIQCTUl - 

The fundamentalists have been 
acknu^i Mo^y 4 ft”, ^ematk^y supp^ since a 

Isms. He a-jrian Foreien Minist^ that m ?. ta 7“ Up “ Ianu; ^ «“ 


e a day after Iran’s foreign 
Y%£lbi Ca jTft « istry, in a statement published 
IRNA. described the staie- 
it from the Gulf Arab defence 
listers as “groundless claims” 
g 1 fJ 1 P |ph run counter to political 
Afities of the region, 
an, which shares control of 
Ill'll i Musa with the UAE sheikh- 
i of Shariah, stopped non- 
G citizens landing on the is- 
I in August, it has since 
1 1 niiir-r no. i ved 12. teachers to return. 

e ' ,lae tiispure between the Isla- 
mii republic and Algeria has, 

’ ^ rewhile, escalated, with Iran 

;.e aa idrawing seven diplomats 
- . ? - *sSa Algiers, according to Alge- 
“ lit amar ^ newspaper reports Tuesday, 
tne t£.]ks menaic move follows an 


tne :al<s aenaria had decided to reduce its 
“specu-Liion: rraatic presence m Iran to a paruam 
thar tr. Si-ristobolic level” and asked There 
ins the V S r-ian to do likewise. that Ira 

retere^c: :c fcnong the Iranians leaving tremists 
power ro ClircMs were Said Kacem Naama- undergr 

“ I i^ie military attache and culm- sport sib 

unrs-. councilor and a friend of than 20 
cuititi :r. ’itdaa Prime Minister Hashemi diers. 

If -i ranjani, the newspaper El Thed 
waittrg !cr ’Sr? 0 “id- campaij 

0 frc ce “ -r. -e newspaper, which is gener- terrorisi 
perhi”-: C; 3 ^ ecnraIe t reported that Mr. with thi 
but - !•: -ij ijrrMni was the embassy’s go- new law 
tior t. -h- i y ©en with Islamic fun- suspecu 
'err ' ir^ ^taJists that the Algerian Near! 
i>. r C" .1 J^uucut is frying to suppress, them sy 
” r.:^ ’ Watan said that Mr. Naama- Salvatii 

^^‘ ^--^. ‘‘suspected.gf being behind arrested 

kS : Pe Klerk 


robbed them of certain victory in 
parliamentary elections. 

There have been suggestions 
that Iran helps arm Islamic ex- 
tremists who have since gone 
underground and are held re- 
sponsible for the deaths of more 
than 200 police officers and sol- 
diers. 

The decision comes amid a new 
campaign against subversion and 
terrorism inaugurated Sept. 30 
with the promulgation of tough 
new laws and special courts to try 
suspected terrorists. 

Nearly 1,000 people, most of 
diem sympathisers of the Islamic 
Salvation Front, have been 
arrested since. 


«ngc -- 
boPrt pan* 


(Continued from page 1) 


non t\ l pother Mack groups back to (to fight), well, well have to face 
r-f strergit Nations on political reform, ft, to save this country from being 
dcr . . ey also follow a string of led by the communist man.” 

TV 2 ’-CT-' jiufidal inquiries alleging He did not identify “the com- 
KjTvtsha n'^evel corruption and mis- munist man,” but political 
isratfi is?; *-rt^gemeut in die government, analysts said he was referring to 


i*r3<r: fcGL igement m the government, 

t;. s;*:a :tr.; inquiries have not led to 
:n-v -- ’al reprimands or criminal 
sn d wiMiJj***!®* bot have coincided with 
Israel forx ; designations of several gov- 
ent officials linked to the 


He did not identify “the com- 
munist man,” but political 
analysts said he was referring to 
Mr. Mandela, whose ANC is 
allied to the South African Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Mandela is not a member 
of the Communist Party, which is 


In - . . influential among large black 

■v> ..... < f® Wst0, re commission, a trade unions, but says the alliance 
• -v. . ... racial panel of legal experts, ^ h»,. «h ^ minnr. 


l, “ r ‘ appointed last year tqf the 
rr --- : ‘.r-mnent to try to get to the 

nun r . of political violence and 
recommendations for en- 
ha 1 - r It has been praised as fair 

l>r-ri ! '‘,T impartial by most political 
crier Vj 

— ^ /- Lj , 

C'TT 1 . • 

: 'te king stems Mandela 

A i 5 '-"® 1013 * 1 development, Znln 
Goodwill Zwelithini on 
•■IpaSS^ay raid South Africa’s 
• sr3tf _[* tribe would resist rather 
-be ruled by what he called 
thsjyf*- '^mimumst followers of ANC 
^.jjeat Nelson Mandela. 

’e are not prepared to fight 
. .-,'var — that wffl find our 
a'-' : ' ; T ;; e have lost a lot," King 
ppL 1 :* 0 '“’ 7 tbiiii told BBC television, 
pjvrr?#* t he added: “If it is the time 


is necessary to bring white minor- 
ity rale to an end. 

Mr. Mandela expressed regret 
at what he called the “negative 
response” by King Zwelithini to 
the ANC leader’s appeal to help 
end violence in Natal province. 

State-rnn South African 
Broadcasting Corporation quoted 
Mr. Mandela as saying he re- 
garded the Zulu king as an inde- 
pendent monarch and bad ex- 
pected a positive response from 
him. 

Mr. Mandela was commenting 
on a statement by the king that 
only a meeting between the Afri- 
can National Congress leader mid 
Mangosutfau Buthelezi, bead of 
the Z ulu-ba sed Inkatha Freedom 
Party (JFP), could help end vio- 
lence. 


^ JOB VACANCY 
SAMCO TRADING CO. 
AGENTS FOR: 

..nqnis, Estes Lander, CBidqae, Gmrlaii 

^Sscjuires full time beauty consultants 
^.ic^ work in the company's prestigious 
: ;r^owroom on Mecca Street in Amman. 
.- ^Jrtplicants should preferably have a 
diversity' degree and be: 
sSsfei- Fluent in spoken and written En- 
!! £/P; giish. : ' ' '' 


v' Presentable and enjoy impressive 
character. . 

Previousiy experienced in the same 
field. . 

jalified applicants to call tel.: 824800 
appointment or to write with CV to 

^ P/O.Box 7531 - Amman. 

Afir n -' '■ ^ • 


Refugee ship approaches ‘safety’ I Turkish Kurds 


(Continued from page It 

Aden along the southern TIP of 
the Arabian Peninsula. 

The refugees, including 400 
children, sailed last Wednesday 
from Merka. south of Moga- 
dishu, with little food or water for 
the 1.200-rnQe (T, 930-kilometre) 
journey. 

Sources in Yemen, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity, said 
as many as 100 people may have 
died aboard the Samaa-1. The 
ship’s owners said 10 or U small 
children had died. 

In June, about 150 Somali re- 


fugees died from dehydration or 
hunger, or drowned after jump- 
ing ship, when Yemeni author- 
ities refused to allow their vessel 
to dock. 

They were allowed into the 
country after the United Nations 
made 'arrangements to care for 
refugees in Yemen. There axe 
now an estimated 62.000 Somalis 
in the country. 

Tens of thousands have fled 
Somalia since January to escape 
dan fighting and famine that have 
killed at least 300,000 people. 
Two million more are said to be 
on the verge of starvation. 


Majali thanks King 


(Continued from page I) 

Asked if the PKK fighters had 
surrendered, Mr. Ocalan. 

brother of the Marxist PKK's 
elusive leader Abdullah Ocalan, 
told the Show TV at a camp in 
Zaleh village in Qala Dizeb: 
“There is no such thing in our 
agreement. 

“We are conducting a war. If 
conditions of war and political or 

military circumstances necessitate 
a retreat to make an advance 
possible, this is no problem,” be 
said. 


Jordanian-Israeli talks, which en- 
ded early Tuesday, centred on 
basic issues related to water 
issues and the water rights of the 
two parties. The discussion also 
covered search for new water 
resources to benefit the region as 
a whole since water is of concern 
to all parties in the region, said 
Dr. . Majali. 

Meanwhile, heads of Arab de- 
legations were scheduled to bold 


(Continued from page 1) 

a meeting at the Jordanian head- 
quarters to review the outcome of 
Monday’s negotiations at the va- 
rious tracks and coordinate Arab 
parties positions. 

Dr. Majali also Tuesday met 
the European Community (EC) 
Troika delegation and said later 
that he had briefed the delegation 
on the talks and the Jordanian 
delegation’s concern over the 
peace process in tUe light of 


Israel’s continued negative re- 
sponse to Jordan’s demand for 
foil discussion of all topics on the 
agenda. 

Describing the meeting with 
the European Troika as positive. 
Dr. Majali said that tne Euro- 
peans have reaffirmed the (EC) 
continued support for the peace 
process and desire to play a more 
active role in. it. 


JORDAN WELFARE LOTTERY 
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^ CHRISTIAN ESCOUDE IN JAZZ j 

* CONCERTS AT THE MARRIOTT * 

jg French Week: v 

Under the patronage ot HRH Prince Raad and Princess Majda and in the 
presence ot H.E. the French Ambassador & Mrs. Denis Bauchard. the 9® 

3 ^ French Cultural Center, Air France and the Amman Marriott Hotel present ^ 

^ the famous Christian Escoude and his band in a Jazz dinner concert V 

November 18 at the Ballroom 8:00 p.m ^ ^ 

^ JD 15+4- and another performance . “ V • *,,<_• 9^ 

jjtf November 1 9 at the Nightclub 9:30 p.m. ^ ^ _____ V y . Z ^ 

entry fee JD 10+. \ ( '.a • L v 

j t ;t iyi ] Ci. • v. 

^ Prizes on entry tickets include two tree Amman- ' zxy f * ps 

jfl Paris- Amman tickets presented by Air France x ■. ^ ^ 

^ and a lot more prizes from the Amman Marriott 'Jp l. ~ ^ 

™ Hotel. , ■ ~ \ & 


Itsu'e Noj 21 



Drawing of Nov. 17, 19S2 


Winning Tickets 


Also featured this month is French 
cuisine at A! - Mansaf Restaurant 
November 19-23. Lots of rich delicaties 
m store ! 


VISi 


Ai 


Leading French edition houses will be exhibiting children's books daily from 
November 19-23 from 12:00- 8:00 p.m- 
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Holder 
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of ticket No. 
Wins JD 


51626 

7,000 


80507 

330 


22101 

2,500 


81036 


Holder of ticket No. 

Wins JD 1,200 



Holder of ticket No. 06416 

Wins JD 800 


Ton consolation prizes totalling JD 1,200 eacti wins JD 120 

65395 65304 65494 66394 75394 
45393 45384 85294 64394 55394 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 700 each wins JD 70 

51627 51636 51726 52626 61626 
51625 51626 51526 50626 41626 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 400 each wins JD 40 

80508 80517 80607 81507 90507 
80506 80597 80407 39507 70507 


Ten consolation prizes malting JD 200 each wins JD 20 

22102 22111 22201 23101 32101 
22100 22191 22001 21101 12101 


Tan consolation prizes totalling JD ISO each wnt JD 15 

81037 81046 81136 82036 91036 
81035 81026 81936 80036 71036 


Ten cari90iatfon prizes totalling JD 100 each wins JD M 

64374 64383 64473 65373 74373 
64372 64363 64273 63373 54373 


Tan consolation prizes malting JD 80 each wins JD S 

87415 87424 87514 88414 97414 
87413 87404 87314 86414 77414 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 70 each wins JD 7 

06417 06426 06516 07416 16416 
06415 06406 06316 05416 96416 


CENTRE 

CULTUREL 

FRANQAIS 
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Ticket numbers 


Ticket numbers 


10783 94696 70345 21503 Win JD 200 each 


de£2 


seA 


02389 27861 61523 


TICKETS ENDING WITH 


Win JD 100 each 




For a great outing, [he Amman Marriott Hotel 
team is organizing its first annual autumn 
Bar B - G at the Dead Sea, November 28 
JD 25. fT ransportation on us). 

Buses leave the hotel's 1 6:00 p.m. 

For information and reservation, please call 
the sates Department 660100. 

AMMAN 


5381 8197 1517 Win JD 50 each | Win JD 20 each 


Win JD 10 each I 760 571 776 99i Win JD 5. each 


Win JD 3 each ticket ending with s Win JD 2 each 


3574 6481 9063 
2542 0058 
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50 covers, attached to the Stub of *10 ending in 


454 363 678 190 912 


Win JD 10 


Winners of the grand prizes In the ordinary Issue number 20 of Nov. 2, 1992 
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MARRIOTT SERVICE 



THE ULTIMATE LUXURY 


MetuflMMl Stunt Aim. A1 Hjj Hung Kin fad Bmhfcn mu Aba rUbnob Wm*u 

Baqw Auna > m — Ckr Ranks AjuuDoonr Safe-Fanner 

Foil fim, 1D3WW0 FnH Sand. JD 7.000 M ThM. JO Sjlni Half Fbntb. JD IJJD HolT Ruth. JO IJ2SD 


Half Ruth. JD IJJD HolT Fourth. JD I.29D HUT 


Tad) AH 
Amman- Worlrr 
M S«arth..JDlA 


Nat nm tda pha n ^December 2, 1992 

First biggest prises ere Issued from GUVS headquarters 



CROWN 

INT’L EST. 
Packing, shipping, 

: forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
irvice 
Air Sea and Land 



■ f HB 6SI7EE FOE flSICK SEERBSS 
YOUR BEST CHOICE 
BH JORDAN... 

* Kais Dryctean, 1 He. Service 
☆ Shoes repair * Engraving 

* Keys Service 

* Upholshy, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Ptaaa 
Hut, phone 8216SS, Fes 


■ our shop aod get:- • • • 

• JVMBO 

.flnr target , 

* «BfM Ufa 

m mat 20 x 90-amt' 




- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale^ furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. , 

For further details, 

please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810609 
Fax: 810520 




Special C&nese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 


Taka a«nj Is amDaMc 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotei 



Once Tasted s\# 

uiMcd 



IJ 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


T afiK!MHiT 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
' available 

Open Doily 1230-3^0 pm 

7.30 -11.30 pm 

After fl» PbltaMpiiia Hotel 
MiMdnib 



AQABA 


CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 
12M-1SM & 1&M-23& 

. Tel: 03-314415 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Tafcn a *r a y « ■ » wit m 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

| 7 AO — Mkbdght 
Tel. 08963 



\^'£YL!NCr\ 


elegant '^Uj8 F ’ 
colorful Jimosphere 

modeMU prko 


RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
/ Estate, near Kilo 
\ Supermarket 

Mongolian Barfrequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

’ Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. ' 

. 6:30 - Midnight j 


Hr. CbooL D. ML 

Take away service 
& home delivery 

Open daily 
tiffl - 15136 18:30 - Midnight 
Near Third Circle. 


Jabal Amman. teL 641093 



. IN7.EftKA7lG.NAL 


iMife 




Dine & Dance 
Wightty to Live 

Entertainment 
Variety of 
Music 


BE11Y DflNC J Hfij 

feGS:6651E,i: 


JIMMM IMEESS TOIMETIT 
nEASisiF’niEir 


anooufices its new service 
AMMAN - AIRPORT - AMMAN 

with its modern air-conditioned 
buses. 

Departure every half an hour from 
either Abdali Bus Station or JETT 
Headquarters. 

Fare: 750 Sis per uip. 

Enquiries: 664146 



DAIHITEL 

(J-p«jlj!S 


- . Amman -Tel 668193 
PO.: Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
. Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Players urge change 
in ATP rankings 


Navratilova slices through Slims opener 


FRANKFURT (AP) — Jim 
Courier’s No. 1 ranking is on the 
tine and he wants the system 
changed. So does Stefan Edberg, 
the No. 2. Both have a job for 
John McEnroe. 

The two top-ranked tennis 
players m the world say the rank- 
ing system leaves a lot to be 
desired. And they feel McEnroe 
would be the perfect man to 
negotiate on their behalf for a 
change. 

Courier and Edberg spoke 
Monday, cm the eve of the Asso- 
ciation of Tennis Professionals 
tour world championship. 

Hie year-end championship 
coakl leave the game with a new 
No. 1 in the work!. Pete Sampras, 
the No. 3, also coakl have a shot 
at the fop spot. 

“I am not worried about losing 
the No. 1, 1 have nothing to lose 
or gain, I just have to go oat and 
play well," Cornier said. 

“The points system is flawed 
and the best of 14 tournaments 
doesn’t work,” he said. 

The players are ranked accord- 
ing to the ATP computer which 
awards points for every tourna- 
ment. Only the top 14 tourna- 
ments count for a player’s rank- 
ing at the end of the year. 

“Every tournament should 
count. You should play your best 
at every tournament if you are a 
prof e ssional. And Grand Slams 
should count much more," 


Conner said. 

“Now you can have guys losing 
in the first round of every Grand 
Slam and still be ranked very 
high,” be said. *T don’t want to 
be playing the computer. At .the 
end of my career I don’t want to 
know how many points I’ve 
won.” 

“T spoke to Stefan about it 
after practice and he feels the 
same way,” Courier said. 

He said drafting McEnroe to- 
argue their case was Edberg's 
idea. 

“John would be perfect, he 
wouldn’t take any crap from any- 
one. And I think John would love 
it." 

McEnroe, a former No. 1, is 
scaling down his schedule as be 
nears the end of his career. 

“We are going to be talking 
about the system here. If the top 
eight players can’t change the 
system, then no one can,” 
Courier said. 

The $2.5 million ATP world 
championship pits the top eight 
players in the world. 

Sampras, toe No. 3, agreed 
that Grand Slam tournaments 
should carry more weight but said 
there was no ranking system that 
would make everyone happy. 

“You are not going to have a 
perfect system but Fd sit down 
and talk about h,”said.toe Amer- 
ican, who is toe defending cham- 
pion here. 



SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 

Sowe still waiting for his check 

! LAS VEGAS (AP) — Riddick Bowe has toe belts, but not toe 
. check. The new heavyweight champion has yet to be paid for his 
efforts Friday night against Evander Holyfield because of a 
dispute over sanctioning fees. The Nevada State Athletic Com- 
mission continued Monday to hold up Bowe’s $2,9 million check 
because he hasn’t paid the sanctioning fees of the three world 
boring organisations. Sandy Johnson, secretary to the commis- 
sion, said Bowe owes some $250,000 to the World Boring 
Council, World Boxing Association and International Boxing 
Federation for sanctioning his fight with Holyfield as a cham- 
pionship fight. 

Trail Blazers overcome Knicks 109-94 

PORTLAND (AP) — Cliff Robinson, Mario Elie and Mailt 
Bryant provided the spark off toe bench in Portland, Oregon, as 
toe Trail Blazers beat New York 109-94 to become toe only 
unbeaten team left in toe young NBA season. Patrick Ewing 
scored 28 points and John Starks 21 for toe Knicks, who pulk^l 
.within the one in toe third quaiter^but couldn’t catch toe Blazers. 
.Terry Porter scored 17 points for lihe Blazers and was 10-for-lO 
from the foul line for the second tnneun three games. EKe scored 
14 points. Clyde Dreader had 13 points, 10 rebounds and nine 
assists, but also committed seven turnovers and was just 5-for-15 
from the fiefu. 


Basketball behind, Magic 
devotes himself to life 


NEW YORK (AP) — Two 
.thousands or so signatures into 
Magic Johnson’s book signing 
appearance on Monday, the ex- 
NBA star was still smiling, still 
posing for pictures, stiQ asking 
little kids their names and giving 
them high-fives. 

When at last, after 90 minutes 
of signing, he stood up, the crowd 
started chanting. "Magic, Magic" 
it was reminiscent of the greeting 
Muhammad All used to inspire. 

“All toe receptions have been 
warm," Johnson said, “here in 
New York and in L.A, it’s been 
; the.wildest, fthe craziest. It’s fun. 
You never know what the recep- 
tion will be. You know they're 
great basketball fans, but this 
went beyond basketball.” 

Fun remains what Magic is all 
about. Even after his second re- 
tirement from basketball, even 
with small pockets of resentment 
that be keeps hidden most of toe 


time. Magic still smiles a lot. 

“I enjoy life and what I do," be 
said. “I work out every day. Fm 
in good health and good shape. I 
was at the fight last week. HI be 
in LA to see tile Clippers and toe 
Knicks. FU see the Bulk and the 
Lakers. I will always be risible. I 
love living and fruit’s living.” 

Still there are moments when 
Johnson reflects on the twists and 
turns his fife has taken since last 
November when he announced 
that he was retiring from basket- 
ball after testing positive for the 
virus that causes AIDS. 

He said he had decided on a 
second retirement before bearing 
the concerns of players like 
Olympic teammate Karl Malone 
over the danger of contracting the 
AIDS virus from contact --Mi 
him. 

“I always said I play fi> i 
and when the fun is gone, >« c 
is gone,” he said. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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HONOR THY ENEMY 


East-West vulnerable. South 
deals. • 

NORTH 

* A 10 7 
? AK89 
0Q8 6 5 4 

* 3 

WEST EAST 

"♦ K Q J 8 *9642 

79 7 5 7Q102 ‘ 

0 K J 9 v A 10 7 2 

* J 10 4 * A 6 

SOUTH 

* 5 3 
7JB4 
0 3 

; ‘ +KQ98762 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

3 * Pass Pass Pass 

■ Opening lead: King of * 

_ Falaecarding works both ways. 
Jost as declarer can paint a false 
picture of the hand for the defend- 
ers, so d ever defenders can entice 
.declarer aw ay from a w inning line 
by offering a reasonable alternative. 
' South’s preempt was perhaps a 
smidgeon light by normal stan- 
dards, but toe vulnerability was at 
lte most favorable. East-West had 
some play far three spades, but nei- 
ther was abk to enter the auction 
and. if either did, the other was Hke- 


|y to commit 'the partnership to a 
hopeless game. 

Since there .was no point to a 

holdup, declarer won the first trick 
in dummy with the ace and h d the 
three of trumps, which fetched the 
six, queen and four. Declarer exited 
with a low tramp and was fortunate 
to find East had started with a 
doubleton ace. When declarer re- 
gained the lead, the last trump was 
drawn, and declarer lost just one 
trick in each suit to make the 
contract. 

It all seems harmless enough. 
However, a crucial error was made. 
Did you spot the culprit? 

West made Ufa easy for declarer 
by following to the first trump trick 
with the four. With the A J 10 of 
trumps still miming, the only way 
declarer could Emit been in the 
tramp suit to one was to hope that 
East had been dealt a doubleton ace. 

Suppose that, instead. West were 
to drop the ten of tramps. Suddenly 
declarer has an alterna ti ve S outh 
can continue with the Eng playing 

West to have started with J 10 bam. 

This f ala e ca r d comes with no guar- 
antee, but it does offer a reasonable 
chance. Who can ask for anything 
more? .. 


NEW YORK (AP) — Martina 
Navratilova opened the Virginia 
Slims Championships with yet 
another victory, one so convinc- 
ing that die only question was 
how many season-ending titles 
she has won. 

Navratilova, the fourth seed, 
sped past Switzerland’s Manuela 
Maieeva-Fragniere 6-2, 6-2 Mon- 
day night to begin the singles 
portion of the week-long, season- 
ending tournament, an event she 
hasn’t won since 1986. 

Top-seeded Monica Seles then 
took just 50 minutes to join Nav- 
ratilova in the quarterfinals, stop- 
ping Nathalie Tanziat of France 
6 - 1 , 6 - 2 . 

Tournament records show 
Navratilova has won this elite 
event four times, through 
November 1986. But that’s just 
for starters. 

In 1983, the Virginia Slims 
Championships was an invitation- 
al event and not a season-ending 
tournament. Navratilova won 
that. 

She also won in 1979 and 1981, 
when it was the Avon Cham- 
pionships and marked the end of 
the Avon-sponsored indoor sea- 
son. Then there was 1978 Virgi- 
nia Slims Championships. What- 
ever that was — and no one 
Monday night could remember 


right away — Navratilova cap- 
tured toe title. 

Navratilova also has been the 
losing finalist here five times, 
inducting each of the last two 
years. 

Against MaJeeva-Fragniere, it 
was Navratilova at the peak of 
her game. After cruising through 
the opening two games, testing 
the court, seeing how fast the 
balls were, evaluating her oppo- 
nent’s and her own games, Nav- 
ratilova let loose. 

“Fm playing as well as I can. I 
think at times I play as well as 
ever I have in my career,” Navra- 
tilova said. “It’s hard to always be 
consistent. It becomes more diffi- 
cult to always be at your best. But 
I'm playing really good tennis.” 

Seles also was awesome. She 
ripped through the first set in 17 
minutes before Tanziat found a 
way to slow down the juggernaut 
— not stop her, just slow her 
down. 

After the two held serve to 
begin the match. Seles won the 
next nine game, closing out the 
first set and taking a 4-0 lead in 
toe second. 

“I think: I lost a little of my 
concentration,” Seles said. “My 
mind wandered off at 4-love.” 

Not far enough to help Tauziat, 


who managed to bold her next 
two service games. But by then it 
was much too late. For the third 
straight year, Tauziat was elimin- 
ated in the opening round. 

In her match, Navratilova 
attacked everything, occasionally 
being passed, but always dictating 
toe action. At 35, she had too 
many weapons and too much 
•experience for Maleeva- 
Fragniere's baseline game. 

“She played very, very well,” 
Maieeva-Fragniere said of her 
conqueror. 

“My legs were heavy and I 
think she felt it and she put even 
more pressure on me. 

In the fifth game of the opening 
set, Navratilova was caught at the 
net with a beautiful lob. She 
raced back and kept the bail in 
play, only to have Maleeva- 
Fragniere smash the ball into toe 
corner. 

Guessing correctly. Navratilo- 
va was there, but she could only 
throw up a defensive lob. Again 
toe right-handed hit a smash into 
the corner. Again, the tourna- 
ment’s oldest player guessed 
right. And again a defensive lob 
went up. 

On the next ball to come back 
over the net, Navratilova was 
ready, her feet squarely under 


her and she rifled a backhand 
cross-court that zipped past 
Maieeva-Fragniere for a winner. 

Navratilova pumped her arms 

in triumph. . . 

The body language of both 
players told the story after that. 
Navratilova was confide nt , 
Maieeva-Fragniere waiting for 
toe night to end. 

Only in the sixth game of the 
second set did Navratilova had 
trouble, and she caused that her- 
self with sloppy service game. She 
lost her serve, but broke right 
back to go up 5-2, then held at 15 
to dose ont the victory. 

No. 2 Steffi Graf wffl play Lori 
McNeil, No. 6 Mary Joe Fernan- 
dez takes on Jana Novotna and 
No. 8 Conchita Martinez battles 
Katerina Maleeva. The opening 
round of singles wraps up 
Wednesday with No. 5 Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario playing Zina 
'Garrison, No. 7 Jennifer Capriati 
meeting Helena Sukova and No. 
3 Gabriela Sahatini taking on 
Amy Frazier. 

The tournament wraps up Sun- 
day with a unique best-of-5-sets 
final, the only time during the 
year toe women play more than 
best-of-3. Sunday’s winner will 
collect $250,000, with $120,000 
going to toe runneiup. 


England go in search of goals against Turkey 


LONDON (R) — England, 
spearheaded by two strikers with 
just one international goal be- 
tween them, have been ordered 
to shoot on sigh t as they seek an 
essential World Cup victory over 
Turkey Wednesday. 

England manager Graham 
Taylor is sticking with his novice 
attacking partnership of Ian 
Wright and Alan Shearer as Eng- 
land seek their first victory in six 
games, but has issued a “firebar- 
will” order to his goal-shy team 
against traditionally weak oppo- 
nents Turkey. 

Taylor’s plea for more goals 
follows a dismal recent strike rate 
of just five goals in their last 
seven games — all of them from 
J uven tus midfielder David Platt. 

“If one thing has been dis- 
appointing about my managerial 
career with England it’s the 
amount of goals,” said Taylor. 
“We’ve got to get our shot total 
higher,*’ he said. “I really don’t 
mind, as long as it’s not a silly 
toot, if people have a go. You 
bave.to be prepared to miss." 

yV/ight and Shearer, thq 
strQreforce Taylor devised to re- 
place the goal scoring talents of 
the retired Gary Lineker, are 
being given' another chance after 
drawing a blank in the 1-1 draw 
against group two leaders Nor- 
way in last month’s opening qual- 
ifier. 

Shearer, the P.emier League’s 
leading sco zt with 16 for Black- 
bum, has hit the target just once 
in five internationals and Wright, 
Arsenal’s prolific marksman with 
36 goals in 48 games has failed to 
score in his six England appear- 
ances. 

But goals have dried up for the 
3.2 million pounds ($4.87 million) 
Shearer and since his frustrating 
tune against Norway he has failed 


to score in four league games. 

Despite some previous high- 
scoring victories against Turkey 
no-one in the England camp be- 
lieves goals, or victory, will be 


easy to come by. 

Turkey, wbo failed to win a 
point and scored just once in 
qualifying games for this year’s 
European Championship, are 
without leading striker Ridvan 
Diimen who is injured. 

Taylor is expected to make one 
change to the side which played 
Norway, bringing Cariton Palmer 
into midfield for the injured 
David Batty. 

Signori replaces Vialli 
in Italian imiti 

Youth is likely to triumph over 
experience Wednesday when 24- 
year-old Lazio striker Giuseppe 
Signori replaces Gianluca Vialli 
for Italy's World Cup qualifier 
against Scotland in Glasgow. 

Twice-capped Signori, who has 
been hi excellent form this season 
scoring 10 league goals, is set to 
partner Roberto Baggio in attack t 
leaving toe mere Erratic Vialli,' 
capped 56 times for Italy, out in 
the cold. 

Although Italian coach Arrigo 
Sacchi will not name his side until 
Wednesday, he tipped Signori for 
a place Monday. 

“There’s no point in trying to 
_ match the Scots with strength and 
force. If you do that, you lose," 
be said. 

Scotland's Gordon Dune is 
particularly keen to do well 
agaiiist Italy. He last played 
against them nearly four years 
ago and in his 20 minutes on the 
pitch barely touched the ball so 
keen was Baresi's grip on de- 
fence. 
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David Platt 


I KNOW I M NOT THE 
ONLY PER50N WHO NEVER 
6ET5 ANY LOVE LETTERS.. 


THERE MUST EE MILLIONS 
of flople All over the 

U)0RLP UJUO NEVER 6ET 
ANY LOVE LETTERS... 




Andy Capp 




Mutin’ Jeff 


<30 AHEAD, JEFF, DIVE! 
THIS IS Trie HIGHEST) 
6RIDGE IN THE/' - ' 
WORLD. 1 IF YOU 
MAKE »T You’ll My *- 
BECOME FAMOUS.^ 




. FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 15, 1* 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Asttofoger. Carroff ftghter Pounc 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Looking into future ways to move 
ahead could result la drastic 
changes and breaking up present 
activities into a new, better deuced 
order as toe Mpon trims Uranus 
and Neptune and Sun times Mats. 

AWES: (March 21 to ApriH9) Go 
after what you want during toe 
daytime from a new and more 
pioneering aspect then later y ou 
find the evening brings chances to 
get money matters solved. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You can wind up some private 
arrangement by wife* you can 
come out on top during the day 
while tonight go after what you 
want that is practical and intirae. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
new person with a progressive 
temp en n en t will be hcfeftd to you 
don’t be reticent but seek aid and 
tonight its best to listen well to 
mates remarks. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A plan in public wdl go 


juir Ail ra. o 

forw ar d now that has been held up 
tot sometime to pursue vigorously, 
then go into the persona! aspects of 

it. 

LEO: (July 22 to Angnst 21) Look 
into new activities mat have not 

been a part of your da3/ fife before 

ffrj* ynrf later you see just how yon 
can nse them in vocational in- 
terests. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Yon can achieve a great deal 


.today rearranging and •* 
your accounts, then you are 
get off to new interests thgf 
yon. - ’ 

LIBRA: (September-23 to C 
22) A worldly matter cm 
fight that can bring you son 
'able benefits so accept then 
ly, then yon can getinfa- 
reqmrements. 

SCORPIO: (October 23tof 
ber 21) The morning Kexce 
going forw ar d with a new { 
your activities, then later v 
get into some new ones tin 
to tight. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nbvembe 
December 21) A tine day 
ahead with recreation phi 
bad been t em p ora r ily 4 
then you can get into use 
very practical work matt*, 

CAPRICORN: (December 
January 20) You have a 
chance to do something thfr 
in g that will, bring new m 
your residence, then be 
recreations that are oot« 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
ary 19) You can be very 'pm 
during the daytime at muff 
tions that face yon bot h 
what will improve the qnsl 
harmony at home. 
PISCES: (February 20 fa 
20) Yon see new ways to 
yonr present abundance k 
quickly while tonight you ca 
advanced means to make 
material progress. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Hard 



Now arrange the circled lattnat 
form the surprise answer, as an. 
gested by the above cartoon. ■ 


Print answer here: 


Yesterday's 


JunMes: CLOTH UNITY 
Answer: What those sJcyd 
having— A "CHU 


(Answers tomoi? 
motion BUCKET j> 


skydiving gunslngers 
CHUTEOUr 


THE. Daily Crossword 


by Brace W. Thompson 



ACROSS 
1 Sound rebound 
5 Defies 

10 Furniture style 
14 "When I 


15 Archie's 


1 8 Fragrant balsam 
17 Frightened 

20 HaWs partner 

21 Concert hate 

22 Some seals are 

23 Declare 
postthrety 

24 TV staple 
26 Pampered 

29 Bubbly drink 

30 — de deux 
33 School type: 


i mum 

mmuum 
(■■■ m 
!■■■ a 
(■■■af 

(■ mm 
i mmum\ 

ana 

>■■■ 2 

mu mm 

mm 


nnnnr] n~nn ng 
rannnn mono n» 
nmnrcm nnnn nn 

nnnnnnrmoRrw 
nnn nnnn 
nnran norm 
nnn nnnn nnn 

nnnnnannnnnnnj 

nrannn nnnn nj 
nnnnn runn 

□nnn nnn k 
□nnnnnn^nnnpnj 

fjzin n nnnn 
□nnn nnnm oMi 
n^nn rir^nn nng/ 






















.Economy 


JO 



or, Carroll R m ah Flnant:iai 

Iffy rcar raDpj n — .„ lrnlr In co-opnmcton whh 

yon- aaxHiQts £5 it marlurts ^ . „ _ 

getoff ' Cairo Amman Sank 

^InS. PoIIt fan luwn itteml HiirtMti 

UBRAifSenr.^ 



SCORPIO; r i 

going forwartflS?" 
you* activities. 
get mto some nZ,, i * 
to tight. new °*i 

SAGm arris, ^ 
December z\\ 
ahead with 
tad been ie mDf -i 
then you cao gj?* 
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Currency * 

CLJSE 

CLOSE 


«*** 16/11/ 9? 

D-r 1 7/17/9? 

Sterling Pound* 

1.5230 

mxmm 


1.5924 

1.5961 

Stria Franc 

1.4360 

1.4423 

French Franc 

TT3SXZJ 

■fiffjjtf 

Japanese Yen 

124. 7 S 

J24.S6 

European Carreny Unit 

1.2351 

1.t27f 


win reQ "V USD ftr STC 

tad been °*«*« «' ** 


WOli 


very practical 
CAPRICORN: 


chance to do 

wg that will, brio: 
your residence L 
recreations that*? 
AQUARIUS: 


tions that face 
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Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

VS. DoSar 

3.25 

3.8 r 

3.17 

4. IS 

Starting Pound 

7. IS 

7 .06 

6.6S 

6.43 

Deutsche Mark * 

S.S7 

8.67 

9.16 

7 .93 

SWlss Franc S 

6.43 

6.63 • 

6.54 

6 .06 

French Franc 

9.25 

9.37 

9.72 

6.62 

Japanese Yen 

1.7 r 

3.7 o 

3.56 

316 

European Currency Unit 

10. It 

10.12 

9.6S 

9.06 


PISCES: (Febnw*,* s 1 1 1 1 

20) You see new b * d rMc * — — 1 «««*teK u iwbn i.Muwor mmwkeL 

muiv n t 


present a 
q«ckly while toniT? 
advanced meanT^ 
material progress 


17/11/92 


i Metal 

K5«E3 

Ea 

Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm 

Gold 

ESEH 

6.70 

Silver 

hl± 

.oso 


■< 21 Item 

^W»l Bank of l a r iflm Ewt a ugi Rata BaBatin 

Data: 


1 7/ 1 1/92 


Currency 

Bid ' 

Offer 

E Dollar 

0.6*9 

0.697 

TSterting Pound 

1.0497 

1.0445 

. Deutsche Mark 

0.4310 

0.4332 

1 Swiss Franc 

Hfcf - — 

0.4766 

0.4790 

French Franc 

0.1279 

0.1245 

V X ~Y bpanese Yen* 

Iflil | 



0.3S31 

0.3850 

MB ' r ■ , uMimMum 

0.1144 

0.1150 


0.0506 

0.0509 


0.0209S 

0.0210S 


'arrency 

Bid 

Offer 

” lahraini Dinar 

1.S050 

1.S200 

■ebaaese Lira* 

0.0345 

0.037 5 

and! Rlyal 

!32j|18i!§| 

nnaB 

S'^awaW Dinar 

RSQSBN 

RgHjtfJR 

. - {atari RiyraJ 

msrnm 

KKQEM 

' : i _‘I Egyptian Pound 


0.27 00 

taumi Riyal £ 

1.7600 

J .7720 

MJE Dirham 

0.1867 

0.1678 

:• f in*k Drachma* 

0.3325 

0.3625 • 

^ Cypriot Pound 

1.4450 

1.4650 


JS. *r 1M 


t _ 

15/11/92 Close 


S' --■-- '^^i-Share 

757.90 

158.12 

' Z.Z. ' juddug SecUr . ■ 

117.92 

717.98 

__^CHrancc Sector 

173.49 

174.74 

low 3-”- 1 - r •■.'..^ f Kfustry Sector 

209.39 

209.71 

^sipc - ■ ■'* ervices Sector 

225.S2 

226.59 


4STt V. 
C H - : ■ - - 


»NDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
ding world currencies ana gold against die dollar at midsesston 
die London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


sterling 
U.S. dollar 



otmee-of gold 


1.5130/60 

1 >2760/65 

1.6033/43 

1.7990/805 

1.4540/50 

32.86/90 

5.3960/4010 

1364/1366 

124.69/74 

6.0200/50 

6-5040/90 

6.1320/70 

$333.60/334.00 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Dentscbemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
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Russian economy set to slide further next year 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Rus- 
sia's economy is set to shrink by 
more than a fifth this year and a 
further five to sewn per cent in 
1993, according to central bank 
figures published by Interfax 
News Agency Tuesday. 

Gross domestic product (GDP) 
will decrease by 21 to 23 per cent 
in real terms this year. 

The bank's report painted a 
black portrait of Russia's eco- 
nomy, which bas sunk into deep 
recession as the discredited com- 
munist system is dismantled to 
make way for a free market. 

Inflation topped 25 per cent in 
September and is expected to 
reach an annual rate of 2,200 per 
cent by December, according to 
the bank's estimates. 

Government investment has 
fallen by 55 per cent. Trade tur- 
nover fell by a third in tbe first 
nine months, with exports declin- 
ing faster than imports. As a 
result, Russia had a trade deficit 
of $2.2 billion. 

The bank said it expected the 
crisis to continue into 1993, and 
government measures to stimu- 
late production were not likely to 
make an impact until the second 
half of the year. 

GDP will drop by a further five 
to seven per cent in real terms in 
1993, while industrial production 
will slump by 12 to 15 per cent. 

MeanwhQe inflation will settle 
at about 10 to 12 per cent per 
month and unemployment, offi- 
cially non-existent under com- 
munism, is likely to bit three to 
five million by the end of next 
year out of Russia’s total popula- 
tion of 150 million. 

The rouble slid to a new low of 


448 to the dollar Tuesday on fears 
that Russia could be flooded with 
large amounts of roubles after 
Ukraine's decision to dump the 
currency, officials said. 

Sergei Novikov, a spokesman 
for the Moscow Interbank Cur- 
rency Exchange (MICEX), said 
the rouble tumbled from its pre- 
vious low of 419 at last Thurs- 
day's session because of a fresh 
surge of demand for dollars. 

He linked it to Ukraine's deci- 
sion last week to stop using the 
rouble in banking transactions 
and make its own interim curren- 
cy, the coupon, the only legal 
tender. 

The rouble has fallen dramati- 
cally from around 165 to the 
“dollar in August, mainly because 
of fears over inflation, which is 
now expected to reach 2,000 per 
cent this year. 

ITAR-TASS news agency, 
quoting central bank sources, 
said at the weekend that the bank 
bad resolved not to let the rate 
exceed 500 and had prepared a 
package of measures to support 
the currency at or above this 
level. 

Mr. Novikov said there was a 
degree of “fright" over the 
Ukrainian move. “As a result, 
some banks fear big rouble sums 
will flow to Russia from 
Ukraine.” 

Trading volume was $69.6 mil- 
lion, with starting demand of 
$78.37 sharply exceeding initial 
offers to sell $54.65 million. 

The central bank is expected to 
start issuing government bonds in 
an attempt to mop up excess 
roubles in circulation, a step that 
could support the currency and 
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help to stabilise inflation, Mr. 
Novikov said. 

Several hundred billion rou- 
bles’ worth of bonds are expected 
to be issued, with the first tranche 
in December. 

The bank is also likely to inter- 
vene on tbe market to support the 
rouble by selling dollars. Mr. 
Novikov said it intervened Tues- 
day but declined to say to wbat 
extent. 

Central bank chief Viktor 
Gerashchenko criticised the poli- 
cy of intervention shortly after his 
appointment in July, saying this 
bad cost Russia $500 million in 
the first half of 1992 which should 
have been used to service foreign 
debt. 

The conservative Gerash- 
chenko was named a member of 
President Boris Yeltsin's radical 
government Monday in a surprise 
move that could challenge parlia- 
ment’s sole control of the central 
bank. There was no immediate 
explanation for the appointment. 

The central banker, who con- 
trols the money supply, has 
dashed repeatedly with reformist 
ministers who accuse him of fuell- 
ing inflation through a lax credit 
policy. 

The government says the rou- 
ble has fallen to unrealistically 
low levels. Finance Minister Vasi- 
ly Barchuk said at the weekend 
die dollar’s “artificial rise” was 
because only small amounts of 
bud currency from exports were 
being channelled to MICEX. 

Last week Economics Minister 
Andrei Nechayev said the gov- 
ernment would eventually have 
to adopt a policy obliging expor- 
ters to sell all their bard currency 
revenues on the domestic market 
for roubles. 

At the moment they must sell 
only half of tbeir foreign ex- 


change and can retain the remain- 
der. 

Twice-weekly MICEX sessions 
provide an opportunity for about 
50 banks and companies to buy 
and sell foreign exchange. The 
MICEX rate serves as a ben- 
chmark for the central bank. 

Despite its abandonment by 
Ukraine and the three Baltic 
states, the rouble is still legal 
tender rate in most of tbe 15 
former Soviet republics. 

President Yeltsin and his 
cabinet Monday drafted an “anti- 
crisis plan” to get Russia through 
die winter, but rejected opposi- 
tion demands to freeze prices and 
slow reforms. 

Tbe government also deci d ed 
to charge world prices for sales of 
oil, gas and other natural -re- 
sources to former Soviet repub- 
lics that no longer use the rouble, 
chief economic spokesman 
Alexei Ulyukayev told a news 
conference. 

“This is what we have in mind: 
Not to subsidise the economies of 
neighbouring states," Mr. 
Ulyukayev said. 

Mr. Ulyukayev’s remarks fid- 
lowed a cabinet meeting to com- 
plete the government's four- 
month anti-crisis plan and a draft 
budget for 1993. The programme, 
to be submitted to lawmakers 
next week, anil shore up Russian 
industries through subsidies and 
tax breaks, as well as tariffs on 
some foreign imports, he said. 

Russia’s military budget will 
stay roughly at tbe same level 
next year, Mr. Ulyukayev added. 
The government will spend less 
on weapons production, but this 
savings has been offset by bous- 
ing and relocation costs for troops 
returning from eastern Europe 
and the Baltic states, he said. 


Military spending this year 
accounted for 1.88 trillion roubles 
($4.2 tnllion) or 16 per cent of 
Russia’s state budget. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s government has 
faced rising pressure from the 
increasingly powerful Civic Un- 
ion parliamentary bloc to slow 
reforms. Civic Union, which in- 
dudes factory managers and key 
figures such as Vice President 
Alexander Rntskoi, has deman- 
ded a freeze on prices and wages 
— steps that Mr. Yeltsin rejected 
last week. 

Mr. Ulyukayev said Civic Un- 
ion’s plan lade practical median- 
improving Russia's eco- 


(t generally sounds like: ‘It's 
better to be rich and healthy than 
poor and ill,” Mr. Ulyukayev 
said. But Civic Union offers no 
prescription for malting Russia 
rich and healthy, be added. 

Tbe demand for world prices 
from nations that have left the 
“rouble zone” follows Ukraine’s 
move last week to ban the Rus- 
sian rouble In the second-most 
populous former republic. 

“If Ukraine has already moved 
to its own national currency, let it 
immediately start paying ns in 
foreign currency,” Mr. Yeltsin 
was quoted by ITAR-TASS as 
telling tbe cabinet. 

“This also applies to Lithuania, 
Latvia, Estonia and those com- 
monwealth countries that will 
move to national currencies,'* be 
said. 

Too many republics have 
bought Russian fuel or raw mate- 
rials for roubles, and then sold 
them abroad at higher prices for 
foreign currency, Mr. Ulyukayev 
said. These republics from now 
on win have to pay Russia in 
foreign currency, the rouble 


equivalent or goods, he said. 

Lithuania recently agreed id 
pay world prices for a guaranteed 
supply of Russian oil and gas in 
1992 and 1993. 

The agreement would be a 
model for future sales of Russian 
resources to other members of 
the Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States which have banned 
the rouble. Mr. Ulyukayev said. 

Besides Ukraine and 
Lithuania, the other republics 
which have replaced the Russian 
currency are Latvia and Estonia. 
Tajikistan, Moldova and others 
are considering similar moves. 

Mr. Ulyukayev also said the 
government expects a 70 per cent 
inflation rate next year and a 
budget deficit of 4.8 per cent of 
GNP. Earlier this month, fi- 
nance Minister Vasily Barchnk 
told the Interfax news agency that 
the 1993 budget deficit would be 
more than 6.5 per cent of the 
gross national product (GNP). 

Inflation soared to 300 per cent 
to 400 per cent a month earlier 
this year after the government 

lifted price controls on most 
goods and services, then settled 
down to about 10 per cent a 
month. 

In other economic develop- 
ments Monday: 

— Mr. Yeltsin signed a decree* 
limiting the privatisation of oil 
and gas companies, power and 
communications utilities and 
other key state-owned enter- 
prises. It allows the government 
to retain a controlling share for 
up to three years. 

— The deputy chairman of 
Russia's state property commit- 
tee said the first auctions of enter- 
prises for privatisation vouchers 
will be held Dec. 15 in several 
dties, including Moscow, St. 
Petersburg, Vladimir and Perm. 


Two Omani 
banks agree 
on merger 

DUBAI (R) — Bank of Muscat 
and A1 Bank A1 Ahli A1 Omani, 
20 per cent owned by France’s 
Societe Generate, announced 
Monday an agreement in princi- 
ple to merge. 

The two banks said in a joint 
statement they have “in principle 
agreed to merge tbe ^’activi- 
ties... into one new bank.” 

The totally Omani-owned 
Bank of Muscat has assets worth 
136 million Omani riyals ($354 
million) and reported an operat- 
ing profit of 2.18 million riyals 
($5.67 million) for calendar 1991. 

Eighty per cent of Al Bank Al 
Ahli Al Omani's shares are held 
by private Omani investors. The 
bank’s total assets are valued at 
92 million riyals ($239 million). It 
has an operating profit of 1.5 
million riyals ($3-9 million) in 
1991. 

The statement said the merger 
and the new bank’s name will be 
announced after shareholders 
formally ratify the move at a later 
date. 
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Japan unveils steps to help 
battered stock market 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s finance 
ministry unveiled a rescue {dan 
Tuesday to boost the battered 
stock market as the key Nikkei 
share average slid below the 
16,000 level for the first time in 
nearly three months. 

The private sector measures 
aim to ensure that fair prices are 
set on new share issues and to 
make it easier to buy new stocks. 

They would also lengthen the 
season for offering new stocks, 
shorten the time between primary 
and secondary sales of new issues 
and ensure that investors have 
adequate information to make 
decisions. 

The Tokyo Stock Exchange 
and Japan Securities Dealers 
Association (JSDA) will be re- 
sponsible for devising specific 
rules to implement the plan by 
the end of December. The steps 
will take effect in January, a 
ministry official said. 


Brokers said the measures, 
which had been expected, might 
temporarily stem further drastic 
falls in share prices, but added 
that they were unlikely to spark a 
idly. 

“The finance ministry’s com- 
ments didn't boost sentiment, but 
did halt selling,” said Tadashi 
Kawakami at Merrill Lynch 
Janan. 

Tokyo share prices opened 
sharply lower Tuesday. wrtS“tbe 
NOtices faffing 174.73 points or 
1.08 per oent to 15,988.26 in tbe 
first nine minutes. It had last 
traded below 16,000 on Aug. 21. 

Futures-linked selling dragged 
down prices as worries about 
slumping corporate earnings, 
political uncertainty and weak 
overseas markets battered senti- 
ment. 

But the release of the latest 
market rescue plan sparked 
baying bade of some shares and 
the Nikkei regained the 16,000 


level to finish tbe morning do win 
89.37 points at 16,073.62. 

Finance minister Tsutomu 
Hata attributed the latest share 
price drop to worries about whejn 
the real economy would touch 
bottom and about corporate 
earnings, as well as fears about 
tbe consequences of stalled 
budgetary debate in parliament. 

The measures were originally 
to be worked out by the end Of 
March, but the plan was stepped 
up because of the market's persis- 
tent sluggishness, the official 
said. 

Brokers were unimpressed iiy 
the plan, which had been set to fie 
announced sometime this week. 

"The rule changes will be help- 
ful when the market is in better 
shape and more companies start 
thinking about issuing new equi- 
ty,” said Masaharu Sakudo of 
Tachibana Securities. "Bu$ '*it 
doesn’t look like a cure for what 
ails the market now.” 


Lack of tanker wagons 
causes Bulgarian fuel crisis 


SOFIA (R) — Bulgaria is starting 
to suffer petrol shortages because 
too many of its railway tankers 
have disappeared in the former 
Yugoslav republics, rail officials 
said Tuesday. 

Over 1,000 Bulgarian railway 
wagons, owned by die state but 
also used by private and foreign 
firms, have not been returned 
after delivering fuel to tbe former 
Yugoslav republics of Macedonia 
and Bosnia-Herzegovma. 

"As a result of the serious 
deficiency of railway oil wagons, 
we cannot supply all the filling 
stations — although we have 
enough oil products," Bedo 
Doganyan, chairman of the state- 
owned petrol company told Reu- 
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tore. 

Bulgaria is now the only rail 
route to tbe former Yugoslav 
republics from sea ports. Many 
Bulgarian and foreign firms have 
rented tite stateowifed railway 
tankers and made handsome pro- 
fits by delivering oil supplies. 

Customs officials on the border 
with Serbia said Monday some 
100,000 tonnes of petroleum pro- 
ducts had entered Serbia by rail 
from Bulgaria since the start of 
the United Nations sanctions 
against Belgrade and were prob- 
ably unloaded there. 

Atanas Toncv, chairman of 
Bulgarian Railways, said use of 
tanker wagons for export deliver- 
ies would be stopped from 
Wednesday. Railway officials 
said a $50 a day fine would now 
be slapped on companies which 
foiled to return them. 


Chile predicts 
8% growth 

SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) — Fi- 
nance Minister Alejandro Foxley 
said the Chilean economy will 
grow by around eight per cent in 
1992, while inflation will remain 
curbed at 13 per cent. 

He said unemployment will be 
at a two-decade record low of 
4.5 per cent by the end of the 
year. It stands at around 5.1 per 
cent now. 

He warned, however, against 
excess optimism. He said a "dec}, 
ave fight against poverty” re- 
mains the central goal for the 
government of President Patricio 
Ayhvin in the 17 months left of 
his four-year term. 

Mr. Foxley said the 199$ 
budget of $11.5 billion wiU in* 
dude $6 billion in social spending 
- housing, health, education - a 
seven per cent increase from thb 
year. 
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Securi ty Council seeks to plug 


oil, coal leaks to Yugoslavia 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Frustrated by ofl and other con- 
traband goods reaching Yugosla- 
via, the Security Council imposed 
a naval embargo allowing govern- 
ments to step and searoi ships 
along the Adriatic coast and the 
Danube River. 

The resolution was adopted 
late Monday by a 13-0 vote with 
C hina and Zimbabwe abstaining 


The United States has accused 
several foreign companies of 


sanctiona-busting, saying Yugos- 
lavia was awash with oil. 


following a two-day council de- 
bate with more than 40 speakers, 


many of them dissatisfied the 
15-member body did not go furth- 
er to stop the war in Bosnia- 

Herzegovina. 

In an effort to plug loopholes in 
a U.N. trade embargo against 
Yugoslavia, the resolution also 
decrees that a long list of com- 
modities, including oil, coal, met- 
als, rubber, engines and tyres, 
may not be trans-shipped through 
Serbia and Montenegro unless 
the Security Council’s Sanctions 
Committee has been notified. 

The sanctions were imposed on 
May 31 because of Belgrade's 
assistance to Serbs battling the 
Muslim-led Bosnian government. 
Afore than 15,000 people have 
been killed in the fighting. 


lavia was awash with bu. 

The measures dealing with a 
maritime embargo specifically in- 
voke the mandate) ry Chapter VH 
provisions of the U.N. Charter, 
which raise the possibility of force 
in case of non-compliance. 

It calls on all states to stop and 
search ships in order to inspect 
and verify their cargoes and des- 
tinations. ' 

This includes all navies in the 
Adriatic Sea but restricts action 
on the Danube River to states 
such as Bulgaria, Romania and 
Hungary bordering the water- 
way. Envoys said the wording, 
similar to a naval embargo 
against Iraq, allows monitoring 
ships to shoot across the bow of a 
vessel if it did not stop. 

In addition, the resolution in- 
cludes an Austrian proposal that 
calls on Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Ghali to study the creation of 
safe havens for hundreds of 
thousands of refugees displaced 
by seven months of warfare. 

The document asks Dr. Ghali 
to place monitors at border 


checkpoints in Bosnia, presum- 
ably to prevent the infiltration of 
fighters and arms. 


Meanwhile intense fighting was 
reported in northern Bosnia 
Tuesday, casting doubt on asser- 
tions by U.N. peacekeepers that 
the wont of the war in the former 
Yugoslav Republic might be 
over. 

Bosnian radio reported Serb 
heavy shelling of Gradacac, the 
last major Muslim-held town in 
the north of the country; directed 
at the town centre and defensive 
positions around it. 


Three people were killed and 
seven wounded, the radio said, 
without specifying whether they 
were civilians or soldiers. 

Another Muslim town, Maliaj, 
was pounded throughout the 
night by Serb artillery, the radio 
said, adding: 'They are de- 
molishing the town.'* 

Around Brcko, in the north- 
east, Serbs were reported to have 
launched a major offensive 
against Muslim defensive posi- 
tions and villages in the area. 

In Tesanj, to the west of 
Brcko. the radio reported that 


IRA threat makes London fear the worst 


LONDON (R) — The threat of 
file IRA exploding a "blockbus- 
ter" bomb in the heart of London 
has prompted a high security 
alert, a mood of edgi ness, among 
resid ents and questions about 
insurance cover in the British 
capital. 

The Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) said in a statement Mon- 
day it was "sheer ill luck” that 
i prevented two one-tanne bombs 
; from being set off at the weekend 
and vowed to continue its cam- 


cells at large in gfe city even ■ 
more determined to unsettle file 
government, disconcert the pub- 
lic and gain publicity. 

“We’ll do our Christinas shop- 
ping in the village this year rather 
than go down to London for the 
children's presents." said a 
businessman living in rural 
Wooton Riven;, two hours from 
London. "It's just not worth the 
risk.” 


Security chiefs fear the two 
.thwarted attempts to pul) off a 
spectacular attack on a prestige 
■ target in London will make IRA 


A North London resident 
added: “We are certainly trying 
to stay oat of the centre of town. I 
try to avoid taking my children 
down Oxford Street with all this 
talk of bombing." 

Exchange students from the 


United Stales were being tele- 
phoned by parents concerned ab- 
out their safety. Litter bins in the 
dty have been sealed to prevent 
bombs from being put in them 
and police are routinely checking 
trucks for explosives. 

Police have appealed to the 
public to go about their business 
as usual but to remain vigilant 
and to report anything suspicious. 

Riflemen guarded Prime 
Minister John Major when he 
gave *a speech Monday night. 

“Of course this is not normal 
security," said one police officer 
at the entrance to tbe mediaeval. 
Guildhall where Mr. Major' 
addressed businessmen ami di- 
plomats. “Bat then it’s not nor- 


mal for people to go around 
trying to blow np one-tonne 
bombs." 

British insurers are putting 
pressure on tbe government to 
introduce a state compensation 
scheme for companies whose 
property is damaged by guerril- 
las, like a plan that already oper- 
ates in file battle-scarred province 
of Northern Ireland. 


Leading British insurers are 
planning to exclude cover on 
what they call “terrorist damage” 
of commercial properties, send- 
ing shivers down the spines of 
businessmen who fear they wifi 
not be given or will not be able to 
afford cover. 


U.N. to threaten sanctions against Khmer Rouge 


'UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghali 
has proposed that U.N. 
peacekeepers patrol the 
Cambodian-Thai border in an 
attempt to cut off lucrative gems 
and lumber routes used by the 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas. 

At the same! time, France has 
drafted a Security Council resolu- 
tion for discussion with the Un- 
ited States, China, Britain and 
Russia, that would threaten eco- 
nomic sanctions against the 
Khmer Rouge bnt not impose 
them immediately. 

The secretary-general, in a 
draft report, obtained by Reu- 
ters, recommended the Council 
take action against tbe continuing 
refusal of the Khmer Rouge, 


responsible • for killing more than 
a million Cambodians in tbe 
1970s, to respect a Paris peace 
treaty it signed a year ago. * 
The mihtarily-strong guerrillas 
have refused to disarm their fight- 
ers and allow people in areas they 
control to register for the coun- 
try's first elections in May.- 
“Hie Party of Democratic 
Kampuchea (Khmer Rouge) has 
dearly demonstrated that it is 
unlikely to change it attitude of 
non-cooperation in the foresee- 
able future,” be said. 

In response to Dr. Ghali ’s re- 
port. The dfaft resolution would 
authorise toe U.N. Transitional 
Authority in Cambodia (UN- 
TAC) to establish border deck- 
points in support of a decision by 


Cambodia’s Supreme National 
Coundi to ban exports of logs 
and other items, diplomats said. 

The secretary-general will then 
be asked to report on Khmer 
Rouge cooperation with UNTAC 
before any sanctions would be 
enacted. These might include 
prohibiting oil supplies and freez- 
ing any other assets, they added. 


But it is questionable whether 
sanctions or border controls can 
be enforced against smugglers 
and others, despite pledges from 
the Bangkok government. 

“The idea is not to have sanc- 
tions implemented immediately,” 
said one French source. .“They 
are going to be mentioned in the 
resolution but implemented only 


if they really hamper tbe peace 
and election process." 

Unqjear yet is whether there 
wQl be a date set for Khmer 
Rouge compliance before sanc- 
tions are imposed and at what 
point they will still be permitted 
to join the election process for a 
Constinuent Assembly. 

Some diplomats advocate Jan. 
31, the end of voter registration, 
as the final date for compliance 
and for participation of the 
Khmer Rouge in the May elec- 
tions. 

French officials, however, lean 
towards leaving the door open for 
tbe Khmer Rouge and the esti- 
mated 14 per cent of the popula- 
tion it controls to join up to the 
last minute. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Pakistan premier blasts opposition 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
blasted the opposition as terrorists Tuesday and banned public 
assembly in Rawalpindi and Islamabad to stop former Prime 
Minster Benazir Bhutto marching on parliament. ‘This is 
nothing short of a call for open rebellion," Mr. Sharif told 
reporters, a day before Ms. Bhutto’s planned 18 kilometre "long 
march” from Rawalpindi to the parliament in Islamabad. The 
army had been placed on full alert, officials said. “We must not 
allow any terrorists to come and take our capital.” Mr. Sharif 
said. “We can’t allow anarchy, we can’t allow people’s property to 
.be looted.” The government announced it was extending a ban on 
public assembly in the capital to its twin city of Rawalpindi for two 
months. Carrying sticks, dub, knives and swords was also 
prohibited. Hundreds of police have occupied the main park in 
Rawalpindi, where the leader of the opposition Pakistan People's 
Party (PPP) plans to start her rally, and dosed it to the public. 
Ms. Bhutto has vowed to defy the ban and says hundreds of 
thousands of people will join her march against a government she 
accuses of despotism, corruption and rigging the last elections in* 
1990. She says the aim of her rally is to force Mr. Sharif to step 
down. 


killed about 400 combatants on both sides, according to official 
Rangon media reports. 


U.S. senators visit Vietnam military HQ 


HANOI (R) — Three U.S. senators carried out an unpre- 
cedented investigation Tuesday inside the headquarters of the 
secretive Vietnamese military to check rumours that American 
prisoners of war had been seen there. Senator John Kerry and two 
other members of a special Senate committee, sent to investigate 
the issue of U.S. servicemen still missing from the Vietnam war, 
held talks earlier Tuesday with Vietnamese Foreign Minister 
Nguyen Manb Cam. There were no immediate details of the tour 
by Sen. Kerry. Senator Hank Brown and Senator Tom Daschle 
inside the military “citadel,” a restricted, walled-in area in 
Hanoi’s Ba Dinh diplomatic quarter. Mr. Cam handed over to 
Sen. Kerry five previously classified Vietnamese military docu- 
ments listing, by province, cases in which U.S. aircraft were shot 
down during the war and where servicemen were either killed in 
crashes or died later. 


Yeltsin accused of meddling in 5. Korea 


NATO, Ukraine discuss nuclear weapons 


KIEV (AP) — President Leonid Kravchuk told NATO's supreme 
commander Monday that Ukraine wants Western nations to 
guarantee its security in exchange for an agreement to surrender 
its nuclear weapons. In Ins talks with U.S. Gen. John Shalikasb- 
vili, Mr. Kravchuk also reaffirmed Ukraine’s commitment to 
eventually becoming a nuclear-free state, a news agency reported. 
Ukraine, one of four former Soviet republics with long-range 
strategic nuclear missiles, has seemed increasingly reluctant to 


rive np its weapons, as required under the Strategic Arms 
Reduction Treaty (START) and its protocols. Russia and 


SEOUL (AP) — Tod opposition leader Kim Dae-Jung accused 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin Tuesday of meddling in South 
Korea's presidential elections by meeting a pro-government 
candidate. “President Yeltsin is committing a very serious 
mistake," Mr. Kim said at a news conference. He was referring to 
a breakfast meeting scheduled for Friday between the Russian 
leader and Kim Young-Sam, the presidential nominee of the 
governing Democratic Liberal Party. Mr. Yeltsin, due here 
Wednesday for a three-day official visit, has not scheduled any 
individual meetings with opposition candidates. Mr. Kim Young- 
Sam quit the national assembly in September, saying he would 
concentrate on the presidential campaign. 


. • Kazakhstan already have ratified START, and Belarus has 
: ■ indicated its willingness to do so. The U.S. Senate also has 
approved tbe treaty, which would need Ukrainian approval to 
. take effect. The treaty would cat by about one-tbird the U.S. and 
. ■ former Soviet arsenals of long-range missiles and bombers in the 
• next seven years. 


4 U.S. officers charged in fatal beating 


Karen rebels abandon major camp 


: CHIANG MAI, Thailand (R) — Karen rebels Tuesday aban- 
' doned an important camp by tbe Moei River on tbe Burmese- 
Thai bonier after a week-long bombardment by Burmese 
. government troops, guerrilla sources said. “We had to withdraw 
to a k&ation about one kilometre north of Tawoohta,” said a 
" : 'source reached by telephone. Tawoohta was the base of thq 
• Karen 7th brigade and lies inside Burma about 100 kilometres 


south of their headquarters at Manerplaw. Government mortar 
’ barrages killed at least 12 guerrillas and forced 600 Others, as well 


as many civilians, to flee. Four Karen camps have now been 
overran by government troops since August in fighting that has 


DETROIT (AP) — Two police officers were charged Monday 
with murder and one with manslaughter in the beating death of a 
black motorist, a case that drew parallels with the Rodney King 
confrontation in Los Angeles.. A fourth officer was charged with 
assault with intent to do greet bodily harm. Three other officers 
who also had been suspended after the Nov. 5 beating of Malice 
Green were not charged. Mr. Green, 35, died of head injuries 
after being beaten on an inner city street near a suspected drug 
bonse. “I feel justice is done. ... I think they handled it very 
well,” said the victim’s father, Jessie Green Jr. He had urged 
calm in the days after his son’s death. “He’s dead, and any 
charges aren’t going to bring him back. I got to live on.” Three of 
the officers charged, inducting the two charged with murder, are 
white. The one charged with manslaughter is Made. The beating 
of an unarmed motorist has evoked comparisons to the 
videotaped beating Of Mr. King in March 1992 in Los Angles. The. 
acquittal of four white officers on state charges on April 29 
provoked deadly rioting. 


Russians, Chechens disengage forces 


“the whole town is burning” after 
a barrage of 1,500 shells from a 
variety of heavy weapons rained 
down on the town Monday. 

The reports, which could not 
be immediately verified, indi- 
cated that the warring Muslim, 
Serb and Croatian forces were 
continuing to largely ignore a 
ceasefire signed by their military 
leaders a week ago. 

The reports also suggested that 
the combatants were disregarding 
a United Nations decision Morv- 
day to tighten oil and trade sanc- 
tions against the Yugoslav Fed- 
eration of Serbia and Mon- 
tenegro ip an attempt to stop the 
war in Bosnia. 

The continued fighting in Bos- 
nia also appeared to cast doubt 
on an assertion Monday by the 
commander of the U.N. Protec- 
tion Force (UNPROFOR) in 
Bosnia, Brigadier-General Phi- 
lippe Morillon, that the worst of 
the conflict might be over, 

“I have the feeling that we 
have passed the trough of the 
wave," Gen. Morillon told repor- 
ters. “There hae been some small 
steps forward — that could prove 
that the nightmare is over." 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia and the 
breakaway southern region of 
Chechnya started pulling back 
their forces from a disputed fron- 
tier Tuesday, ITAR-TASS New 

Agency said. 

Chechen Forces started to 
withdraw in the morning under 
Monday’s agreement which pro- 
vides for the two sides to with- 
draw to a distance of eight 
kilometres from each other. 

TASS said Russian troops 
would follow as soon as they had 
unblocked the roads and cleared 
a path through minefields. 

Observers from Russia, Chech- 
nya and its neighbour Ingushetia, 
moved into the disengagement 
area to monitor the agreement. 

Russia sent in thousands of 
Interior Ministry troops and para- 
troopers two weeks ago to quell 
fighting in a separate territorial 
dispute between Ingoshis and 
Ossetians, another north 
Caucausus people in the Russian 
Federation. 

More than 250 people bad been 
killed and thousands forced to 
flee their homes in tbe fighting. 

Russian Television said Tues- 
day that troop reinforcements 
were being sent to the Prigorodny 
district of North Ossetia. 

Local officials told TASS there 
had been sporadic shooting inci- 
dents in four districts of North 
Ossetia and Ingushetia in tbe past 
24 hours. Three militiamen were 
wounded. 

When Russian forces appeared 
in the -east of Ingushetia, 
Chechen leader Dzhokhar 
Dudayev accused them of violat- 
ing land belonging to Chechnya 
and threatened to declare war. 
Moscow says it has no plans to 
cross into .Chechnya , 

Ingushetia has no dearly de- 
fined borders with Chechnya, 
which declared independence 
from Moscow last year and has 
been a thorn in the side of Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin ever 



Indian babyaofi 

for 75 cents 


NEW DELHI (R) -r A 
woman wbose hmband * 
serted her sold her one/ 
baby for the . .eqpxvafct : 
cents, the Press Trust-' 
reported Tuesday ..Gafeq' 
to, 28, delivered a baby 
hospital in Bofangir inth- 
state of Orissa on Nov; g r 
the infant to a womans 
the hospital for 20 nr 
cents), who in turn stif 
cleaning lady, Fn_s» 
Indian fanriHes consider 
of a daughter a curse . 
they arc expected tcL r 
dowries when she main 
groom and his famHy;.. 


Dial Offer 
obscenity 


A young Ingushetiaa boy carries a huge bag with bread winch he 
got from a Russian track. Russian troops were sent to Worth 
Ossetia to calm ethnic violence also e nter ed Ingushetia (AFP) Photo) 


smee. 

The Monday agreement fol- 
lowed a series of unsuccessful 
attempts to defuse tensions be- 
tween the Russian troops and 
Chechen forces. 

Tbe previous accord was effec- 
tively suspended after Moscow 
accused Gen. Dudayev of perso- 
nally leading an attack on a Rus- 
sian post m which one soldier was 
seriously wounded. Gen. 
Dudayev denied the accusations 


and charged the Russians with 
provocation. 

Both parties then agreed that 
they would not regard isolated 
provocations as a breach of the 
agreement. 

In a separate development, Ta- 
jikistan’s parliament has foiled to 
make progress towards ending a 
virtual civil war which has killed 
hundreds of people in the Central 
Asian republic. 

“We came here to establish 
peace, but if they do not want us 
to we shall go back to Dushanbe 
(the capital),” said Shodmon 
Yusupov, bead of the Tajik 
Democratic Party winch until last 
week shared power with Muslim 
activists. 

“AD these deputies are Com- 
munists, peasants, dan leaders. 


They want power,” Mr. Yusupov 
told reporters. 

The opening session of a long- 
awaited debate, held under tight 
security in the pro-Commumst 
northern Leninabad region, 
broke up after deputies failed to 
agree on tbe agenda. 

‘Tbe deputies could not even 
confirm the agenda," parliament 
spokesman Abdul Jabbar Aliyev 
told reporters. - 

It was the first meeting of 
parliament since Rakhmon 
Nabzyev, a former Communist 
whose forces have rallied and 
now control huge areas of terri- 
tory, was ousted as president in 
September. 

Mr. Nabiyev told the indepen- 
dent Nega News Agency be had , 
not been invited to the session. 


ISLAMABAD (R) 
police have arrested a 13- 
boy accused of makgg- 
telepbone calls and hma 
to allcr bail, fantify 
said. Usman Zia, 13,wa: . 
under the Telegraphs. _ 
making an “obnaxkhisa 
woman cocmdBor in R . 
in what is believed toJx 
such arrest in Pakistai 
members said. Police i 
grant bail to tbe schooflr 
-senior judge coinplaiBaf 
Minister Nawaz Sharif ; 
calls, tbe family sakL 


Pisa tower ^ 
panel leans yg 
towards coilagi 


Bonn SPD backs tighter asylum laws 


BONN (R) — Germany’s opposi- 
tion Social Democrats (SPD), in 
a major policy shift, have backed 
tougher laws on political asylum 
to stem an uncontrolled wave of 
immigration. 

Tbe SPD derided at an extraor- 
dinary congress:, which opened 
Monday, -Its long-time 

support for Europe j most liberal 
asylum laws and agreed to tighten 
them by amending Bonn’s post- 
war constitutio-. 

Party leaders want to open 
negotiations with Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl's government Thursday 
to work' out ways to deal with an 


unprecedented influx of mig- 
rants, due to double this year to 
500,000. 

The migrant wave from East- 
ern Europe and the Third World, 
roughly equal to the population 
of a dty like Nuremberg, has 
dominated German politics. It 
has been blamed for everything 
from housing shortages to a surge 
in neo-Nazi violence. 

SPD leader Bjoern Engholm, 
who almost saw the party split ov- 
er his compromise plan, warned 
that Bonn must act or watch 
German politics lurch to tbe 
right. 


“If we don’t find a consensus, 
we wifi all lose,” he told the 
congress at the end of a five-hour 
debate. 


PISA, Italy (R) — The 
tee appointed to save ltr 
fog Tower of Pisa flue, 
quit unless the gov 
approved more mqng 
monument. Th? 56-md 
which was bui.< 1 1273 - 
five metres off us perp^ 
was dosed in January: 
cause experts said itwa- 
to tbe public. Last MaJ 
placed steel rings aroo% 
er part of the monumiL ■ 
pressure from the leanf. _ 
Funds are needed ' 
step, in which bmidersf^ 
800 tonnes of lead i£j ’’ 
base of the tower, aa\ 
move to keep ft'“frw£. 
further. ^L.‘ 


Mr. Kohl’s Christian Demo- 
crats (CDU), who need SPD 
support for any constitutional 
amendment, have so for criticised 
tiie party’s plan as insufficient. 


Dsficft raise’- ^ 
the ante in wjf' 


They want tougher measures to 
slash even further tbe right to 
asylum, which most applicants 
fail to win because they cannot 
[Move they were politically perse- 
cuted. 


Clinton declares new unity 
era but disagreements persist 


LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas (R) 
— President-Elect Bill Clinton 
has declared a “new era of coop- 
eration” between the White 
House and Congress but vowed 
to press on with a pledge to lift a 
ban on gays in the military de- 
spite opposition from some 
Democrats. 

Mr. Clinton, Vice President- 
Elect AI Gore and the Democra- 
tic high command in Congress — 
Senate majority leader George 
Mitchell, House of Representa- 
tives Speaker Thomas Foley and 
House majority leader Richard 
Gephardt — spoke in glowing 
terms of opportunities, afforded 
by the breaking of a 12-year 
Republican lock cm the White 
House. 

The new government partners 
made compromising noises at a 
news conference after a private 
parley over beef tenderloin at 
Clinton's home Sunday evening. 

“Our dinner last night marks a 
new era of cooperation and ac- 
tion in our nation's capital,” Mr. 
Clinton said. “I don't want a 
continuation of the *cokl war* 
between the Congress and the 
Whfte House. Pennsylvania Ave- 
nue will run both ways again.” 

It sounded, however, like he 
was doing most of the comprom- 
ising. 

The president-elect said he still 
wanted to cut the White House 
staff by 25 per cent but would not 
pressure Congress to do tbe same 
as he had done during the cam- 
paign. He said be had been told 
Congress had already made some 
staff reductions. 

And Mr. Clinton said he would 
have an active first 200 days in 
office, as he has promised, but . 
made clear he was not setting a 
deadline for action. Both Mr. 
Foley and Sen. Mhchel had ex- 
pressed dislike for any such artifi- 
cial deadline. 

T wifi be in a hurry and I will 
work hard as I can, as long hours 


as I can, but l don’t have an 
agenda which says we’re t goiag to 
do this in 100 days and this in 200 
days,” Mr. Clinton said. 

He said be wanted to fulfil- his 
campaign pledge for a middle- 
class tax cut paid for by higher 
taxes on the rich, but suggested 
this could be in danger because of 
concerns about the budget de- 
ficit. 

Mir. Clinton said it was possible 
the Bush administration was 
understanding (he deficit and that 
this might be worse than be- 
lieved. 

Mr. Foley sounded a concilia- 
tory note cm the oft-sought line- 
item veto that would allow the 
president to disapprove indi- 
vidual items without vetoing an 
entire bill. The speaker offered to 
work for giving Mr. Clinton such 
power if he would accept override 
by simple majority rather than 
foe current two- thirds congres- 
sional vote. 

But the controversial Clinton 
campaign pledge to end die traefi- 
tional ban against homosexuals in 
foe U.S. military provided evi- 
dence he may face some to ugh 
dashes even with those of his own 
party. 

Senator Sam Nunn, chairman 
of the Senate-Armed Services 
Committee, Sunday came out 
strongly against lifting the ban, 
saying homosexuals could be put 
in physical danger of retribution 
-if Mr. Clinton acted too quickly. 

Mr. Oin ton flies to Washing! 
ton Wednesday to meet Mr. Bush 
at the White House and continue 
discussions with congressional 
leaders, this time including Re- 
publicans. 

Mr. Clinton is forgoing-some of 
tbe trappings of office as he pre- 
pares for his first trip to Washing- 
tern since foe election. 

President Bush offered Mr. 
Clinton a military jet for hi* 
travels and the use of the official 
visitors’ mansion, Bltur House, 


for his stay. 

“We said, ’thanks, but no 
thanks, not tins trip,*” Dee Dee 
Myers, Mr. Clinton’s press 
secretary, said Monday. 

“One, it’s expensive to cover 
the cost of staying at Blair House 
and, two, staff couldn’t stay 
there,” she said. “It was a gra- 
cious invitation, but we decided 
to stay with our o riginal plan.” 

As for the military jet, that too 
would cost more than the charter, 
she said, and with 'a transition 
budget of $3.5 million it was not 
worth the expense. * 

Instead of Blair House, the 
Ciintou entourage has booked 
mto the next closest place, the 
Hay-Adamts Hotel, just across 
Lafayette Park from the execu- 
tive mansion. 

Wth just a single night in the 
capital Wednesday, Mr. Oin ton’s 
schedule was full — including 
visits to the White House during 
foe day and to the capital Thurs- 
day. 

Mr. Clinton has opened a tran- 
sition office in Washington to, 
among other things, begin re-’ 
viewing the thousands of resumes 
from people seeking jobs in the 
new administration. 

. He said Monday he was work- 
ing on the list of people he might 
ask to join his cabinet, but had 
nothing yet to reveal. 

“I have spent hours on it. I 
have mterveiwed no one, on pur- 
pose. Tm not ready for that he 
at a news conference with 
democratic congressional lead- 
ers. 

Some job candidates probably 
dont need to be interviewed. 
Among them, former South* 
Carohna Gov. Richard Riley, an 

X**^***- 9totonVwhb 
2f lt ?. wlth president-elect at 
toe Arkansas governor’s mansion 
on Monday night. 

has been rumoured 

h ' S Ch0ice for 
Secretary of education. 


AMSTERDAM (R> 
Dutch government m 
ned to ban around IS ; 
machines, or one-ann£ 
to stem an alarming ns* 
ling addiction. The bt- 
would take more than 
implement, would af| 
machines which boat? 
make rare, very \ar&„ 
They account for a fifi 
fruit machines in thece 
are most common uT> 
arcades. A spokesman) 
Dutch Welfare andHea . 
try estimated that up ter . 
the country’s 15 . 

were now hooked dnf» 


Superman exp 
So cheat death; 


NEW YORK (R) 
announced by DC". . 
months ago, Supennan 
dust in this week’s S'. 


there’s already talk dirt' 
of steel is coming back. ~ 
of the figures from.vA 


make the most mo# 
Maggie Thompson^ * 
Comic Buyer’s Guide-*, 
very unlikely that be 
expired. I don't see $ 

Cnmiral Invinv off UffS 


said. DC Comics has dec 
any immeditate plans’. . 
Superman back to fife.,- 
continuing the “Super* 
for another eight week 
series called “funeral: 
Friend” which explc 
world’s reaction to S«: 
death. — 


Clinton insult 
triggers police 


NICOSIA <R) - A- " 

Cypriot newspaper tpa? ... 
secation for publishing^, 
headline telling U;£ 
Elect Bill Clinton 

Police in breakaway No 
ms said they bad bees ■ 
investigate whether 
paper had brcfcai fogs 1 
Nov. 12 edition* vrfiS*| 
ried a rude cartoon. Vjgjj 
circulation of just 
reputed to be dose^o^ 
Cypriot leader 
who took part jn TWpj! 
Cyprus which eddrtrj* 
sivety last week. Mr.Qg 
been criticised for reiurtf 
the Turkish occnpatk® s 
northern third of foe ® ; 
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